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Midwi  ves — continued . 

K.  Lovis,  L.  Daley  (part-year) , 


Orthopaedic  Nurse  : 
District  Nurses  : 

D.  Jones  (part-year),  A.  E. 
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Miss  A.  G.  Davies 

Nurses  M.  E.  Nicholas,  S.  J.  Lewis,, 
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W.  K.  Jones,  I.  Protheroe, 
Mervyn  Jones,  H.  G.  Lewis, 
S.  Treen  (H.M.  Forces) , C. 
Hagerty,  N.  Vaughan  (part- 
year),  G.  Evans,  R.  Baker 
(part-year) , D.  Jones. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  MERTHYR  TYDFIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Department  of  Public  Health, 
Town  Hall, 

Merthyr  Tydfil. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of 

Merthyr  Tydfil; 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen; 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1949. 

It  is  written  in  accordance  with  Circular  2/50  WALES  which 
prescribes  the  general  lines  upon  which  the  report  is  to  be  written. 

The  report  contains  a review  which  will  be  dealt  with  under  a 
separate  heading  of  the  working  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946. 

The  statistics  for  the  year  bring  out  one  or  two  interesting  points. 
The  infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  47  per  thousand  Live  births  is  the  lowest 
on  record;  this  is  indeed  a very  gratifying  feature  when  we  compare  it 
with  the  rate  for  1942  which  was  approximately  80.  This  rate,  however  is 
still  higher  than  that  of  the  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 
(including  London).  Another  satisfactory  feature  is  the  fact  that  there 
were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  This  is  the  first  time  in  the 
records  of  the  history  of  the  County  Borough  that  there  have  been  no 
deaths  during  childbirth.  We  should  not  be  too  complacent  about  this 
figure  and  the  efforts  of  our  ante-natal  clinics,  general  practitioners’ 
service  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  should  stUl  be  pursued  with  vigour 
in  order  to  maintain  a low  maternal  mortality  rate.  The  rate  for  the 
126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  was  8.14  per  thousand  births. 
It  would  be  expecting  too  much  to  have  our  maternal  mortality  rate 
remain  at  Nil  but  the  excessive  rates  obtaining  many  years  ago  m 
Merthyr  should  never  be  experienced  again  because  a large  number  of 
these  deaths  are  preventable. 

Environmental  conditions  are  still  the  cause  of  much  illness  in 
spite  of  the  operation  of  sanitary  legislation  for  over  100  years.  Bad 
housing;  overcrowding;  dampness;  inadequate  ventilaUon;  irnproper, 
receptacles  for  refuse  disposal  are  all  contributory  factors  and  I would 
say  that  the  greatest  need  in  Merthyr  at  the  present  time  is  much  more 
housing  accommodation. 
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Prior  to  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946  the  Local  Heatlh 
Authority  were  concerned  with  both  preventive  and  curative  medicine 
and  as  the  Committee  are  aware  the  management  and  orgariisation  of 
the  hospitals  has  now  passed  to  the  control  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  The  day  to  day  administration  of  these  hospitals  is  dealt  with 
by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  which  there  are  several 
members  of  the  local  health  authority  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healttu 
There  is,  therefore,  a separation  between  the  provision  for  curative  and 
preventive  medicine.  It  is  too  early  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether 
this  is  an  advantage  or  a disadvantage  and  one,  naturally,  expects, 
during  a transitional  period,  a certain  amount  of  teething  trouble.  On 
the  whole  the  arrangement  appears  to  be  working  reasonably  smoothly. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee  for  their  support  during  the  year  and  to  all  my  staff 
in  the  professional,  administrative  and  clerical  spheres  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  the  excellence  of  their  work  during  the  year,  when  the  Depart- 
ment was  faced  with  the  changing  point  of  view  and  the  putting  into 
operation  of  new  measures  as  a result  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  1946. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  H.  STEPHENS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

Population  (Census  1931) 

Males  — 36,317\  . . 

Females — 34,791/ 

Population  (estimate  for  mid-year  1949) 

Density  of  population  (1931)  (per  acre)  . . 

Density  of  population  (1949)  (per  acre)  . . 

Number  of  houses  on  Rate  Books  in  1949  . . 

Number  of  houses  and  shops 

Number  of  farms 

Number  of  Inns  and  Clubs  . . 

Average  number  of  persons  to  each  occupied  house  (1949) 

Rateable  value  to  March  1950 

The  produce  of  a penny  rate  in  1949 


17,761 

71,108 

60,880 

4.003 

3.4 

16,895 

372 

75 

170 

3.4 

;C234.041 

£851 


Live  Births 


Males  Females  Total 


(legitimate)  528 

(illegitimate)  19 


523  1051 

13  32 


Stillbirths 

Deaths 


547  536  1083=Birth  rate  of  17.8 

per  1000  people 


25 

19 

44=  Rate  of  40.5  per 
1000  live  births. 

469 

370 

839= Death  rate  of  13.8 
per  1000  people. 

Deaths  from  Puerpural  Causes  . . . . . . . . Nil 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  . . ^ . . . . . . . . 47.09 

* Death  rate  from  Principal  Infectious  Diseases  . . . . Nil 

*Typhoid,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria, 

Measles,  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever, 


Poliomyelitis 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  . . . . . . . . . . 2.2 

Phthisis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -52 

Death  Rate  from  Other  Forms  of  T.B.  . . . . . . .06 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer  . . . . . . . . • . 1-05 


Comparability  Factor  . . . . . . • • • • 1-02 

Death  Rate  as  adjusted  by  factor  . . . . . . • . 14.05 


II 


POPULATION 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  for  mid-year 
1949  was  60,880.  There  has  been  a gradual  increase  since  1944. 
In  1801  Merthyr  Tydfil  had  a population  of  7,705  ; the  population 
gradually  increased  and  the  peak  was  reached  in  1913  when  the 
population  was  85,414.  It  gradually  declined  until  a low  limit  of 
59,620  was  reached  in  1945.  Since  then  there  has  been  a gradual 
increase.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  opening  of  new  factories 
in  the  area. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  obtain  this  year,  from  the  Employ- 
ment Exchange  due  to  certain  clerical  difl&culties,  the  usual 
industrial  analysis  of  insured  persons  employed  and  unemployed 
in  the  area.  This  information  will  probably  be  forthcoming  next 
year  You  will  remember  that  I quoted  in  last  year’s  report 
that  more  men  were  engaged  in  coalmining  than  in  any  other 
industry  in  the  Borough. 


Births,  1949. 

The  births  registered  in  Merthyr  during  the  year  1949  were 
1083,  giving  a birth  rate  17.8  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
The  rate  for  the  126  County  Borough  and  Great  Towns  was  18.7. 

Net  number  of  Live  Births  registered  ....  ....  ....  1083 

The  illegitimate  births  are  as  follows : — 

Males  ....  ....  ....  19 

Females  ....  ....  ....  13 

Still-Births,  1940. 

The  Registrar  General  has  supplied  the  following  tables  : — 

Males  25 

Females  ....  19 

The  Illegitimate  Still-Births  are  as  follows  : — 

Males  ....  ....  I 

Females  ....  ....  ....  i 

The  high  number  of  stiU-births  is  a very  unsatisfactory 
feature  and  has  been  for  many  years.  The  causes  are  chiefly 
environmental  and  until  greater  housing  progress  is  made  I am 
afraid  that  you  will  be  faced  with  this  continuous  high  still-birth 
rate. 


Deaths  1949. 

Number  of  Deaths  in  1949 

The  number  of  deaths  actually  occuring  in  the  County 
Borough  Area  during  1949  was  880,  but  with  the  addition  of  65 


deaths  of  Merthyr  residents  which  took  place  outside  the  Borough 
and  the  subtraction  of  io6  deaths  of  non-residents  which  occurred 
within  the  area,  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  839. 

Analysis  of  deaths  of  non-residents  : — 

St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital,  87  ; General  Hospital,  15 ; Mardy  Hos- 
pital, 5 ; Sandbrook  House,  i ; Mountain  Side  Quakers  Yard,  i ; 
Newcastle  Street,  Merthyr,  i ; Cardiff  Road,  Troedyrhiw,  i ; 
Penywern,  Dowlais,  i ; Gwaunfarren  House,  i. 

Total  ...  113 

Analysis  of  deaths  of  residents  occuring  outside  the  County 
Borough  Area : — 

Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary,  25  ; Plymouth  Nursing  Home,  i ; 
Bute  Road  Railway  Station,  i ; Forest  Road,  Cardiff,  i ; Cefn 
Coed  Hospital,  7 ; Miners  Hospital,  Ystrad  Mynach,  2 ; The 
Sanitorium,  i ; Penrhiwceiber  Villa,  i ; Tredegar,  i ; Hillside, 
Tygwyn,  Cardiff,  i ; Aberkenfig,  i ; Pontypridd,  2 ; General  Hos- 
pital, Mountain  Ash,  i ; Gian  Ely  Hospital,  2 ; Rookwood  Hos- 
pital, I ; Pontsarn,  i ; Trehafod,  i ; Nantybwch  1 ; Morriston 
Emergency  Hospital,  i ; Cwmgwrach,  i ; St  Winifreds  Hospital, 
2 ; Aberystwyth,  i ; St.  Davids  Hospital,  2 ; Wakefield,  i ; Neath, 
I ; Glynneath,  i ; Gelligaer,  i ; Ludlow,  i ; Glossop  Terrace, 
Cardiff,  i;  Whitchurch  Hospital,  i;  Worcester,  i. 

Total  ....  66  . 


The  deaths  were  distributed  in  the  Wards  as  follows  : — 


Dowlais... 

Deaths 
178 

Town 

Deaths 
....  136 

Penydarren 

88 

Plymouth 

102 

Park 

....  96 

Merthyr  Vale 

...  74 

Cyfarthfa 

....  85 

Treharris  .... 

80 

I am  not,  however,  giving  the  percentage  death  rate  in  the 
various  wards  because  the  only  available  information  regarding 
the  population  in  the  respective  wards  is  contained  in  the  1931 
census,  and  as  you  are  aware,  a number  of  changes  have  taken 
place  in  ward  distribution  of  population  since  then. 

No  significance,  of  course,  can  be  attached  to  the  above 
figures,  because  age  and  sex  distribution  have  not  been  taken  into 
account,  nor  has  the  population  and  deaths  at  hospitals  and 
institutions. 

ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES. 

Heart  Disease. 

Total 

Males  131 

Females  ....  ....  ...  125 
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The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as 
follows: — 

0-5  5-15  15-45  45-65  65upwds 

M.  — — 4 35  92 

F,  _ — 7 19  99 

Heart  disease,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  29.3%  of  the 
total  causes  of  death. 


Cancer  and 

Malignant 

Disease. 

Total 

Males 

37 

Females 

.... 

27 

The 

deaths  recorded  in  the  age 

and  sex 

'groups  are  as 

follows 

0—5  5—15 

15—45 

45—65 

65  upw’ds 

M. 



I 

16 

20 

F. 



I 

10 

16  - 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease^  therefore,  was  responsible  for 
7.5%  of  the  total  causes  of  death  as  compared  with  10.6%  last 
year. 


Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary  and  other  forms). 

Total 

Males  ....  ....  ....  23 

% 

Females  ....  ....  13 

The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as 
follows : — 

0—5  5—15  15—45  45—65  65  upw’ds 

M.  — — -13  8 2 

F.  — — 7 5 I 

Tuberculosis,  therefore,  was  resonsible  for  4.29%  of  the  total 
causes  of  death. 


Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  and  Malformation. 

Total 

Males  ...  22 

Females  ...  ....  ....  n 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth  and  Malformation, 
therefore,  was  responsible  for  3.93%  of  the  total  causes  of  death. 


/ 

14 

Bronchitis. 

Total 

Males  ....  37 

Females  ....  ....  ....  20 

The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as 
follows : — 

0 — 5 5 — 15  15 — 45  45 — 65  65  upw’ds 

M.  I — — 10  26 

F.  — — I 7 12 

Bronchitis,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  6.7%  of  the  total 
causes  of  death. 


Pneumonia. 

Total 

Males  ....  ....  ....  16 

Females  ....  ....  ....  9 


The  deaths  recorded  in  the  age  and  sex  groups  are  as 
follows : — 

0 -5  5—15  15—45  45—65  65  upw’ds 

M.  6 — I 3 6 

F.  3 — — 2 4 

Pneumonia,  therefore,  was  responsible  for  2.97%  of  the  total 
causes  of  death. 


Death  at  Certain  Age  Periods. 


Age  Periods 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

Under  i year 

....  34 

....  17 

....  51 

6.07 

1—5 

2 

2 

....  4 

....  0.47 

5—15 

2 

....  — 

2 

0.23 

15—45 

....  37 

....  31 

....  68 

8.10 

45—65 

....  133 

....  83 

....  216 

....  25.74 

65  and  over 

....  261 

....  237 

....  498 

....  59-35 
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Fatal  Accidents. 

The  following  fatal  accidents  and  suicides  were  recorded 
during  the  year  : — 

Swinging  a lorry  starting  handle,  i Drowning,  2 Accident- 
ally falling  down  bank,  1 Suffocation,  2 Accidental  falls,  3 
Falling  from  taxi,  i Run  over  by  lorry,  2 Shock,  2 Asphyxia,  i 
Coal  Gas  Poisoning,  i. 

TOTAL  ....  16 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  during  1949 
was  51,  which  is  two  less  than  for  1948,  but  which  gives  a rate  of 
47.09  per  thousand  births  as  compared  with  48.22  per  thousand 
births  for  the  previous  year. 

COMPARISON  OF  INFANT  DEATHS. 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants  ....  ....  ....  49 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  Legitimate  Births  ....  45.2 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants  ....  ....  ....  2 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  32 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns  ....  ....  ...  , 37 

ANALYSIS  OF  INFANT  DEATHS— 1949. 

(a)  Subdivision  into  age  groups  of  Infant  Deaths  : — 

Under  one  week,  30 

Over  one  week  but  under  one  month,  9 

One  to  three  months,  4 

Three  to  six  months,  3 

Six  to  twelve  months,  2 

Total  ....  48 

(b)  Subdivision  into  causes  of  Death  under  One  year. 

The  following  were  the  causes  of  death  at  the  age  groups 
stated : — 

UNDER  ONE  WEEK  : 

Premature  births,  12.  heart  failure,  6.  debility,  3.  convul- 
sions, 2.  haemorrhage,  2.  Spina  Bifida,  3.  Bronchial  Pneumonia, 
2.  other  defined  diseases,  3.  • 

Total  deaths  under  one  week  ....  33 

OVER  ONE  WEEK  BUT  UNDER  ONE  MONTH  I 

Premature  birth,  4.  convulsions,  i.  Asphyxia,  i.  broncho' 
pneumonia,  1.  heart  failure,  2. 

Total  deaths  over  one  week  but  under  one  month  9. 


i6 


ONE  MONTH  TO  THREE  MONTHS  : | 

Broncho-pneumonia,  i.  heart  failure,  i.  convulsions,  i. 
suffocation,  i.  j 

Total  deaths  one  to  three  months  ....  4.  | 

THREE  MONTHS  TO  SIX  MONTHS  : 

Gastro-enteritis,  i.  pneumonia,  i.  haemorrhage,  i. 

Total  deaths  three  to  six  months  ....  3.  1 

SIX  MONTHS  TO  TWELVE  MONTHS  : 

Broncho-pneumonia,  i.  heart  failure,  i.  j 

Total  deaths  six  to  twelve  months  ....  2 f 

J 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFANT  DEATHS.  ] 

The  Ward  Distribution  of  Infant  Deaths  for  1949  was  as 


follows  : — 

Dowlais  .... 

3 

Town  

16 

Penydarren 

8 

Plymouth 

3 

Park 

3 

Merthyr  Vale 

9 

Cyfarthfa 

4 

Treharris 

5 

Total  ... 

5I 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  Years  1927  to 

1949. 

1927  

103 

1938  

. 77 

1928  

93 

1939  

86 

1929  

107 

1940  

58 

1930  

91 

1941  

80 

1931  

105 

1942  

. 80.03 

1932  

73 

1943  

63 

1933  ... 

89.7 

1944  

64 

1934  

74 

1945  

70.8 

1935 

74 

1946  

. 60.47 

1936  

79 

1947  

. 62.65 

1937  

79 

1948  

. 48.22 

1949 

. 47.09 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia. 


Number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Number  of  deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  .... 
Number  of  deaths  from  other  Maternal 


6 

Nil 


Causes 


Nil 


The  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notifications  per  i,ooo  total  births, 
live  and  still,  for  England  and  Wales,  was  6.31  ; for  Merthyr, 

5-5- 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Total  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  Nil 

Death  rate  per  thousand  live  births  ....  ....  Nil 

Death  rate  per  thousand  total  births  ....  ....  Nil 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis,  rate  per  thousand 

total  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

MERTHYR  INFIRMARY  AND  GWAUNFARREN 
MATERNITY  HOME. 

793  women  entered  the  Infirmary  and  Gwaunfarren  Maternity 
Home  for  their  confinement  during  the  year — of  these,  674  were 
cases  from  the  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil  Priority  for 
admission  was  given  to  those  (a)  Primipara_with  anticipated 
obstetrical  difficulties,  and  (b)  cases  where  the  home  circumstances 
were  unsatisfactory. 


1 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Number  of  cases  notified  Nil 

Rate  per  thousand  births  Nil 


The  following  are  particulars  of  the  cases  : — 


Cases 

Vision 

unim- 

paired 

Vision 

im- 

paired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Re- 

moved 

Treated 

Heaths 

from 

District 

No. 

notified 

At 

Home 

In  Hos- 
pital 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

The  undermentioned  particulars  here  are  supplied  by  the 
Children’s  Officer  : 

Children  Boarded-out  as  on  the  1st  of  September, 

1949. 

1.  Merthyr  children  boarded-out  in  Mertfiju*  ....  20 

2.  Children  boarded-out  in  Merthyr  by  other  au- 

thorities ....  ....  ....  8 

3.  Children  supervised  under  Child  Life  Protection 

provisions  ....  ....  ....  i 
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Orthopaedic  Cases  of  Chiidren  under  School  Age. 

The  following  is  the  table  of  work  done  during  the  year  : 


Merthyr  Centre  : 

Number  of  cases  ....  ....  ....  ...  87 

Number  of  sunlight  cases  ....  ....  ....  78 

Number  of  massage  and  exercise  treatments  given  ....  371 

Number  of  ultra-violet  ray  treatments  ....  446 

Number  of  Plaster  of  Paris  cases  ....  ....  9 

Number  of  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Dowlais  Centre  : 

Number  of  cases  ...  ....  ....  ....  33 

Number  of  sunlight  cases  ....  ....  ....  9 

Number  of  massage  and  exercise  treatments  given  ....  183 

Number  of  Plaster  of  Paris  cases  ....  ....  4 

Number  of  ultra-violet  ray  treatments  ....  ....  72 

Treharris  Centre  : 

Number  of  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Number  of  massage  and  exercise  treatments  given  ....  48 

Number  of  Plaster  of  Paris  cases  ....  ....  2 

Number  of  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 
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Infedious  Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


Number  of  cases  for  the  year  1949 


55 


Number  of  deaths 


Nil 


SCARLET  FEVER— AGE/WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


65  and 

Under  1 1-5  5-15  15-25  25-45  45-65  over  Total 


Oowlais  ....  — ....  4 ....  6 ....  1 ....  — ....  — ....  — ....  11 

Penydarren  ...  — ....  5 ....  1 ....  — ....  — ....  1 ....  — ....  ^ 

Park  ...  — ....  2 ....  3 ....  — ....  — ....  — ..  . — ....  5 

Cyfarthfa  ....  — ....  3 ....  2 ....  — ....  — ....  — ....  — ....  5 

Town  ....  — ....  2 ....  4 ....  — ....  — ....  — — ....  6 

I 

Plymouth  ....  — ....  — ....  1 ....  — ....  — ....  — ...  — ....  1 

Merthyr  Vale  — ....  1 ....  2 ....  — ....  — ....  — ....  — ....  3 

Treharris  ....  — ....  7 ....  10  ...  — ....  — ....  — ....  — ....  17 


•Total  — 24  29  1 — 1 — 55 


Of  the  55  notified,  19  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  the 
remainder  were  nursed  at  home.  The  disease  continues  to  be 
mild  in  type. 
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Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  was  ....  ....  31 

Number  of  deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Death  Rate  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

1 

During  the  year  1949  the  total  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
notified  was  31,  but  of  the  31  cases  only  2 were  cases  of  clinical 
diphtheria.  I propose  in  future,  to  give  the  case  mortalit}'  and  in- 
cidence on  this  basis.  In  previous  years  all  cases  that  have  been 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  diphtheria  have  been  taken  as 
the  true  figure,  and  case  mortality  and  incidence  have  been  based! 
on  that.  That  return,  of  course,  was  inaccurate,  but  now  that  we 

have  come  to  the  true  statistical  figure,  we  find  that  our  cas© 

! 

mortality  is  Nil 

DIPHTHERIA— AGE/WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


65  and  ■ 

Under  1 1-5  5-15  15-25  25-45  45-65  over  Total  , 

Dowlais  ....  — ....  — ....  — • •••  — ••••  ••••  ••••  ! 

Penydarren  ....  — ....  — . ..  — ...  — • •••  ■•••  ••••  \ 

Park  ....  — ....  — •••■  — ••••  ••••  — • ■ j 

Cyfarthfa  ....  — . ..  — • ••  1 ••••  ••••  • ••  ••  ^ '. 

» 

Town  ....  — ....  — ••••  ••••  •••  i 

i 

Plymouth  ....  — ....  — ••••  — ••••  ■•••  ••••  •••■  | 

Merthyr  Vale  — ....  — . ..  — ••••  •••■  ••••  ••••  ’ J 

Treharris  ....  — . ..  1 — ••••  ••••  ••••  ^ ! 


Total  ....  — ....  1 ....  1 •••• 


No  death  occurred  during  1949. 

As  stated  in  a previous  Report,  an  immunisation  campaign 
was  commenced  on  the  12th  of  September,  1934. 

Number  of  children  completely  immunised 

up  to  and  including  31st  December,  1949  17,416 


i 

.1 


i 
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Cerebro-Spinal  Fever. 

Three  cases  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  were  notified  during  the- 

year. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

Two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  There  were  no 
deaths  during  the  year. 


Diarrhoea. 

There  was  one  death  during  the  year. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  was  36. 
NOTIFICATIONS. 

Total  number  of  Notifications  ....  ....  120 


Pulmonary 

Males 

73 

Females.... 

40 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

4 

Females.... 

3 

Notification  Rates  : 

Pulmonary 

Males 

....  1.19 

Females.... 

• ••• 

65 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

• ... 

06 

Females.... 

.... 

04 
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DEATHS. 


Total  number  of  Deaths 
Pulmonary 


Non-Pulmonary 


Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 


36 

21 

11 

2 

2 


Death  Rates  : 
Pulmonary 


Non-Pulmonary 


Males 
Females.... 
Males 
Females  ... 


.34 

.18 

.03 

.03 


■1 


Total  Death  Rate  (all  forms) 


.59 


The  age  distribution  is  given  in  the  sub-joined  table  : 


4 


Age 

Periods 

D 

eaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-pu 

Imonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16-46 

11 

6 

2 

1 

46-66 

8 

4 

— 

1 

65  and 

upwards 

2 

1 

— 

~ — 

Totals 

21 

11 

2 

2 

-- y— 

36 


Notifications 


Pulm 

onary 

M. 

F. 

2 

1 

2 

— 

41 

33 

25 

7 

1 

1 

71 

V 

42 

Non-pulnionary  ^ 
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The  Ward  distribution  of  the  Notifications  was  as  follows  : — 


Dowlais  .... 

28 

Town 

27 

Penydarren 

22 

Plymouth 

11 

Park 

4 

Merthyr  Vale 

4 

Cyfarthfa 

11 

Treharris 

13 

The  Ward  distribution 
Dowlais  .... 
Penydarren 

Park 

Cyfarthfa 

Of  the  36  deaths,  26 


of  the  deaths  was  as  follows  : — 

3 Town  ....  . 3 

6 Plymouth  ....  4 

6 Merthyr  Vale  — 

to  Treharris  ....  4 


occured  at  home  and  10  at  institutions. 
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Whooping-Cough. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Whooping-  Cough  

Number  of  cases  notified  to  the  Department  and  visited 
b/Health  Visitors  

Whooping  Cough  Mortality  Rate  


Pneumonia. 

Number  of  Notifications  received  during  the  year 
Number  of  Deaths 

Pneumonia  Mortality  Rate  


Small-Pox. 

No  case  of  Small  Pox  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

The  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  for  the  above  con- 
dition are  in  the  Mardy  Hospital  Grounds. 

The  Clinics  are  available  at  3 p.m.  for  females  on  Tuesdays 
and  for  males  on  Thursdays  at  5 p.m.  The  Irrigation  Room  is 
open  daily  (except  Sundays)  at  12  noon  and  5 p.m. 

On  January  1st,  1949,  13  males  and  10  females  were  under 
treatment,  and  during  the  year  51  males  and  16  females  came 
under  treatment  for  the  first  time.  The  number  of  cases  which 
ceased  to  attend  before  the  completion  of  treatment  was  2 males 
and  3 females.  Five  males  were  transferred  to  other  centres 
for  treatment. 

« 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  under  treatment  on  the  31st 
December,  1949,  was  20  males  and  12  females. 
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The  number  of  attendances — 

(a)  For  individual  attention  of  the  Medical  Officer  was 

444  males  and  223  females. 

(b)  For  intermediate  treatment,  e.g.  , irrig-ation,  was  40 

males  and  68  females. 

A number  attending  the  Clinic  were  from  Glamorgan,  Mon- 
mouthshire and  Breconshire. 


Attendances  at 

V.D. 

Clinic  1927—1948. 

YEAR. 

MALES 

FEMALES.  TOTAL. 

1927 

3862 

776 

4633 

1928 

3915 

1651 

5566 

1929 

4424 

1843 

6267 

1930 

4109 

1648 

5757 

1931 

3653 

1685 

5338 

1932 

4219 

1620 

5839 

1933 

4361 

1905 

6266 

1934 

6120 

1458 

7578 

1935 

6887 

1928 

8815 

1936 

5981 

1697 

7678 

1937 

6564 

1689 

8253 

1938 

6018 

1321 

7339 

1939 

5802 

995 

6797 

1940 

4129 

1070 

5199 

1941 

2346 

1459 

3805 

1942 

2234 

1851 

4085 

1943 

1946 

1699 

3645 

1944 

2744 

1110 

3844 

1945 

2446 

1430 

3876 

1946 

2809 

969 

3778 

1947 

1406 

681 

2087 

1948 

1458 

905 

2363 

1949 

484 

291 

775 
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Erysipelas. 

Number  of  Notifications  received  during-  the  year  ....  9 

Number  of  Deaths  ....  •••• 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  persons  suffering  from 
Erysipelas  received  during  the  year  1949  -was  9,  as  compared  with 
11  in  the  previous  year. 


Chicken-Pox. 

Chicken-pox  was  not  notifiable  during  the  year,  and  we  have 
no  knowledge  of  the  number  of  cases  that  occurred 


Bronchitis. 

Number  of  Deaths  ....  ....  ....  • 57 

Bronchitis  Mortality  Rate  ....  ....  . ..  6.7 

Thirty-eight  of  the  deaths,  occurred  amongst  persons  aged  65 
years  and  over.  Of  these  26  were  males  and  12  were  females. 
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THE  MARDY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

I have  included  this  year  details  regarding  the  Mardy  Isolation 
Hospital  although,  as  stated  in  my  remarks  previous  to  the  report,  this 
is  a service  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  but  owing  to 
its  association  with  the  general  work  of  prevention  I think  it  is  a matter 
of  interest  to  include  same. 

Similar  details  are  being  given  regarding  Gwaunfarren  Maternity 
Home  because  of  the  association  with  our  Ante-natal  Clinics. 

Cases  are  admitted  for  infectious  diseases  from  the  County 
Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Aberdare  Urban  District  Council, 
Vaynor  and  Penderyn  R.D.C.  and  from  the  Borough  of  Brecon. 
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During  the  year,  220  patients  were  admitted.  This  total  was  made 
up  of  the  following  : — 


Diphtheria  . . 

. . 39 

Scarlet  Fever 

. . 71 

Tuberculosis 

. . 41 

C.  S.  M 

..  14 

Poliomyelitis 

..  5 

Observation 

. . . . 6 

Whooping  Cough 

..  6 

Measles 

..  9 

Erysipelas 

..  5 

Chicken  Pox 

. . 2 

Dysentery  . . 

. . 2 

Observation  Polio. 

..  8 

Enteric 

..  1 

Streptococcal  Throat 

. . 1 

Gastro  Enteritis 

..  3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. . 1 

T.B.  Meningitis 

..  2 

Infective  Hepatitis  . . 

. . 2 

Rubella 

. . 1 

Infective  Enteritis  . . 

. . 1 

220 


BOROUGH  CASES 

Details  of  the  cases  admitted  to  the  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital 
from  within  the  County  Borough  area  are  as  follows  : — 

General  : 

On  1st  January,  1949,  23  patients  remained  in  hospital,  viz.  : — 
Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . , . . — 

Polio  Observation  . . . . , . . . 1 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . — 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . 19 
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During  the  year,  113  patients  were  admit 

Diphtheria  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 
C.  S.  M.  . . 

Poliomyelitis 
Erysipelas 
Observation 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 

T.B 

Dysentry 

Polio,  (observation) 

Enteric 
Toxic  Colitis 
Streptococcal  Throat 


ted,  consisting  of ; 

30 
18 
5 
2 
4 
4 
2 
1 
41 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 


I 

I 
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Scarlet  Fever  : 

Eighteen  cases  were  admitted  and  eighteen  discharged  during  the 
year.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  cases  were  admitted  from  homes 
where  there  were  expectant  mothers  or  where  there  were  a large  number 
of  school-children  contacts,  causing  a great  loss  of  school  time  through  ' 
exclusion. 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 

hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  . . . . . . — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  and  still  in 

hospital  on  1st  January,  1950  . . . . . . — 


' Diphtheria  : 

Thirty  cases  were  admitted  and  thirty-three  were  discharged 
during  the  year.  There  were  no  deaths.  No  positive  cases  were  kept 
in  for  a period  of  less  than  five  weeks,  and  severe  cases  were  detained 
for  periods  up  to  three  months. 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 

hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  . . . . • • 6 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  and  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1950  . . • • 3 


C.  S.  M. : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 
hospital  on  1st  January,  1949 
Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949 
Number  of  deaths  during  1949. . 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1949  . . 
Number  of  patients  transferred  to  other  hospitals 


NU 

5 

1 

3 

1 
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Various  : 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  the  following  were  treated  at  the 
hospital  durmg  the  year  : — 

Poliomyelitis 

Poliomyelitis  (Observation  Cases) 

Observation  Cases  . . 

Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Erysipelas 
Dysentery  . . 

Enteric 
Toxic  Colitis 
Streptococcal  Throat 


2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 


19 


OUTSIDE  AREAS 

The  following  are  particulars  of  cases  sent  into  the  Mardy  Isolation 
Hospital  by  Authorities  other  than  the  County  Borough  of  Merthyr 
Tydfil 

ABERDARE 

General  : 

During  the  year,  81  patients  were  admitted,  viz 

Whooping  Cough 
Scarlet  Fever 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Diphtheria  . . 

Meningitis 
Dysentery  . . 

Observation 
Chicken  Pox 
Measles 
Poliomyelitis 
Polio.  (Observation) 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Infective  Enteritis  , . 


4 
47 

2 

6 

6 

1 

2 

2 

5 
1 
3 
1 
1 


81 
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Scarlet  Fever  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 

hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  . . . . . . — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  . . . . 47 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1949  . . . . 46 

Number  of  deaths  during  1949  . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  and  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1950  . . . . 1 

Diphtheria  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 
hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  . . . . . . 3 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  . . . . 6 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1949  . . . . 7 

Number  of  deaths  during  1949.  . . . . . . . Nil 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  and  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1950  . . . . . . 2 

Various  : 

In  addition  to  the  above  cases,  the  following  twenty-seven  cases 
were  admitted  from  Aberdare  : — 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Observation  . . . . . . . . 2 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . 4 

G astro  Enteritis  . . . . . . . . 2 

Meningitis  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Dysentery  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Chicken  Pox  . . . . . . . . 2 

Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Polio.  (Observation)  . . . . . . 3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  . . . . . . 1 


BRECON 

General  : 

During  the  year  1 1 patients  were  admitted  : 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . • 2 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . • • 3 

Poliomyelitis  ....  . . . . . • 1 

C.  S.  M 1 

Polio.  (Observation)  . . . . • • , 1 

T.B.  Meningitis  . . . . . . • • 1 

Infective  Hepatitis  . . . . . . • • 2 


11 
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Scarlet  Fever  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 

hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  . . . . 3 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1949  . . . . 2 

Number  of  deaths  during  1949. . ..  ..  ••  — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  and  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1950 1 

Diphtheria  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 
hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  . . . . 2 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1949  . . . . 2 

Number  of  deaths  during  1949. . ..  ..  ..  — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  and  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1950.  . . . . . 1 

C.  S.  M.  : 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 
hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  . . . . . . — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  . . . . 1 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1949  . . . . 1 

Number  of  deaths  during  1949. . ..  ..  ..  — 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  and  remain- 
ing in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1950. . . . . , — 


MOUNTAIN  ASH 


During  the  year  the  follotving  cases  were  admitted  and  discharged 


Rubella 
Dysentery  . . 
Observation  Polio.  . . 
T.  B.  Men  . . 


1 

1 

1 


1 (still  in 
1950) 


PENRmWCEIBER 


During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  admitted 
Meningitis  . . 

Poliomyelitis 
Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  . . 


and  discharged 

1 

1 

3 (still  in 
1950) 

1 ( .,  ) 


VAYNOR  AND  PENDERYN 

•General  : 

During  the  year  the  following  five  cases  were  admitted  and  dis 
charged  : 

Erysipelas  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Meningitis  . . . . . . . . 1 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . 3 


36 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ; 

Tuberculosis  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital 
from  various  parts  of  South  Wales.  In  view  of  this,  the  areas  from  which 
Outside-Borough  cases  are  admitted  are  not  specified,  it  only  being 
possible  to  differentiate  between  Borough  and  Outside  Borough  cases. 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1948  and  still  in 
hospital  on  1st  January,  1949  . . . . . . 26 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  . . . . 41 

Number  of  patients  discharged  during  1949  . . . . 43 

Number  of  deaths  during  1949. . . . . . . . 5 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949  and  still  in 
hospital  on  1st  January,  1950  . . . . . . 15 


An  analysis  of  admissions  remaining  in  Hospital  on  1st  January, 
1950: 


Borough  Cases 
Outside-Borough  Cases 


Male.  Female. 

1 3 

7 8 


Totals 


8 


11 
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GWAUNFARREN  HOUSE  MATERNITY  HOME. 


Number  of  patients  admitted  during  1949 

479 

Number  of  births  during  1949  . . 

467  . 

Number  of  live  births  . . 

4621 

467 

Number  of  still  births  . . 

5J 

Number  of  babies  died  during  the  first  week  of  life  . . 

4 

Number  of  premature  births  . . 

• • 

14 

Number  of  babies  born  weighing  under  S^lbs.  at  birth 

20 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  cases  of  measles,  whooping-cough, 
puerperal  fever,  epidemic  diarrhoea,  and  ophthalmic  neonatorum  at 
their  own  homes.  The  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  through  their 
Chest  Clinic  provides  one  nurse  for  out-patients  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 
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Laboratory  Investigations. 


WATER  ANALYSIS,  1949 

During  the  year  1949,  forty-four  samples  of  water  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  the  following  are  details  of  the 
results  : — 

1.  RAW  WATER  : 

a.  Spring  at  Twyncoedcae  Farm,  Merthyr  Tydfil — Satisfactory. 

b.  Spring  at  Bryngwyn,  Merthyr  Tydfil — Satisfactory. 

c.  Spring  at  Pencoedcae  Merthyr  Tydfil — Satisfactory. 

d.  Spring  at  Blaencanaid  Farm,  Merthyr  Tydfil— Unsatisfactory. 

e.  Spring  at  Gelliddu  Farm,  Heolgerrig  —Satisfactory 

/.  Spring  rear  of  Gelliddu  Farm,  Heolgerrig — Unsatisfactory. 

g.  Spring  at  Pleasant  View,  Merthyr  Tydfil — Satisfactory. 

h.  Spring  at  Lock  House,  Aberfan — Satisfactory. 

i.  Spring  at  Perthygleision  Farm,  Aberfan — Satisfactory. 

j.  Spring  at  Hafodtanglwys  Cottages,  Aberfan — Unsatisfactory. 

k.  Spring  at  Nantmaen  Farm,  Aberfan — Satisfactory. 

/.  Spring  at  Hafodtanglwys  Farm,  Aberfan — Unsatisfactory. 
tn.  Spring  at  Penrhonen  Farm,  Troedyrhiw — Satisfactory. 
n.  Spring  at  Troedyrluw  Farm,  Troedyrhiw — Unsatisfactory. 

0.  Spring  at  Gethin  Farm,  Abercanaid — Unsatisfactory. 

p.  Spring  at  Bryncaerau  Farm,  Cwmbargoed — Satisfactory. 

q.  Spring  at  Tir  Cae  Farm,  Dowlais — ^Satisfactory. 

r.  Spring  at  Trecatti  Farm,  Dowlais — Satisfactory. 

s.  Spring  at  Tir  Cae  Farm,  Dowlais  — Satisfactory. 

t.  Spring  at  Blaen  Morlais  Farm,  Dowlais — Satisfactory. 

M.  Spring  at  Waunwyllt  Farm,  Merthyr  Tj'dfil — Satisfactory. 

V.  Spring  at  Graig  Farm,  Merthyr  Tydfil — Unsatisfactory. 
w.  Spring  at  Growerth  Flouse,  Pentrebach,  Merthyr  Tydfil — 
Satisfactory. 

X.  Spring  at  Bwllfa  Cottage,  Pentrebach,  Merthyr  Tydfil — Satis- 
factory. 

y.  Spring  at  Danyderi  Farm,  Merthyr  Vale — Satisfactory. 

z.  Spring  under  Shale  Tip  at  Danyderi  Farm,  Merthyr  Vale 

Satisfactory. 

aa.  Shallow  well  at  Pontcaedderwen  Farm,  Pontygwaith — Unsatis- 

factory. 

ab.  Spring  at  Danygraig  Cottages,  Treharris — Unsatisfactory. 

ac.  Spring  at  Lockywaun  Cottage,  Abercynon — Satisfactory. 

ad.  Spring  at  Cwmcothi  Farm,  Treharris — Unsatisfactory. 

ae.  Spring  at  Maesygollen,  Treharris — Unsatisfactory. 

2.  FILTERED  WATER. 

a.  Water  supply  tap  at  Pontygwaith  Farm,  Treharris — Satisfactory. 

b.  Storage  tank  at  Cefn  Glas  Farm,  Treharris — Satisfactory. 

c.  Tap  at  Graig  Cottage,  Pontygwaith,  Treharris  Satisfactory.  ^ 

d.  Water  supply  tap  at  Prince  Llewellyn  Farm,  Treharris— Satis- 

factory. 
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e.  Water  tap  at  Goitre  Coed  Fawr  Farm,  Abercynon— Satisfactory. 

/.  Water  supply  tap  at  Berthllwyd  Farm,  Treharris — Satisfactory. 

g.  Tap  at  the  Cottage,  Pentw7n,  Treharris — Satisfactory. 

h.  Tap  at  Tylhvyd  Farm,  Treharris— Satisfactory. 

i’.  Water  supply  tap  at  Olive  Cottage,  Pentwyn,  Treharris— Satis- 
factory. 

In  the  County  Borough  Area,  there  are  16,895  houses,  \\1  farm- 
houses and  shops  and  170  licensed  premises.  Of  these  premises,  only 
51  high-lying  and  isolated  dwellings  are  not  supplied  with  water  from 
the  public  mains.  All  these  51  premises  have  copious  supplies  of  water 
nearby  from  constant-iamning  mountain  springs  and  wells  which  are 
regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  who  take  samples  for  bacter- 
iological examination.  Where  supplies  have  been  reported  by  the 
Bacteriologist  as  being  unsatisfactory,  alternative  wholesome  supplies 
have  been  found  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  houses  advised  on  the  best 
methods  of  preventing  contamination. 

All  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supply  were  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  no  plumbo-solvency  nor  lead  contamination  was 
reported.  The  piped  supply  to  the  County  Borough  therefore  continues 
to  be  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity.  There  are  no  stand- 
pipes in  the  County  Borough. 


LABORATORY  INVESTIGATIONS 


The  following  are  details  of  various  specimens  submitted  for 
examination  : — 


Examination  of  pathological  specimens 

286 

Examination  of  milk  (Bacteriological)  . . 

160 

Examination  of  Icecream  (Bacteriological) 

74 

Examination  of  Water  (Bacteriological) 

44 

Details  of  specimens  submitted  through  the  Department  of  Public 
Health  and  the  V.D.  Treatment  Centre,  Mardy  Isolation  Hospital, 
in  connection  with  the  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  : 

Blood — Wassermann  Reaction  . . 

90 

Blood — Gonococci 

37 

Total 


127 
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Details  of  specimens  submitted  from  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  : 
Examination  for  Rh  Factor  . . . . . . . . 504 

Examination — Kahn  and  Wassermann  Reaction  . . 567 

Examination — G.C.F.  . . . . . . . . . . 467  1 

Examination — Blood-Urea  . . . . . . . . 13 


The  above  laboratory  examinations  are  carried  out  variously  at  the 
Welsh  National  School  of  Medicine,  The  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  the  Pathology  Department  of  the  East  Glamorgan  Hospital, 
Church  Village  and  the  National  Blood  Transfusion  Service  Labora- 
tories. 
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Inspection  Supervision 
of  b'GDd  Stuffs. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

On  December  31st,  1949,  the  names  on  the  register  included  44 
retail  purveyors  of  milk,  40  cow-keepers  and  23  wholesale  purveyors 
of  milk. 


MILK  LICENSES 

The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year  : — 

Producers’  License,  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
desi°'nation,  **  Tuberculin  Tested  in  respect  of  a farm 
at  which  the  milk  is  or  is  not  bottled  . . . . . . 1 

Producers’  License  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  “ Accredited  ” in  respect  of  a farm  at  which 

the  milk  is  or  is  not  bottled  . . . . . . . . 1 

Dealer’s  License  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation,  “ Pasteurised  ” milk  5 

Dealer’s  License  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  ” 2 

Pasteuriser’s  Licenses  authorising  the  use  of  the  special 
designation,  “ Pasteurised  ” . . . . • • . . 3 


Inspection  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  : — 

During  the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  588  visits  of  inspec- 
tion to  the  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  56  notices  were  served  under 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  in  respect  of  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk- 
shops. 

Out  of  a total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  samples  of  milk 
examined  by  the  Public  Analyst  during  1949,  twenty  were  found  to  be 
dirty,  and  twenty-three  slightly  dirty.  Necessary  warnings  were  given 
regarding  dirty  milk  and  advice  offered  concerning  methods  of  prevent- 
ing contamination  of  milk  supplies  thus  avoiding  recurrence,  I regret 
to  say  that  much  of  the  contaminated  milk  is  derived  from  adjoining 
farms  outside  the  area. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 


The  following  table  details  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  all  types  of  milk  sampled  in  the  County  Borough  during 
the  year  1949  : — 


Grade  of 
Milk 

Number 

Tested 

Failed  Failed 

Number  Meth.  Blue  Phosphat. 
Passed  Test  Test 

T.B. 

Investig. 

T.B. 

Absent 

Pasteurised 
T.T.  (Past) 

132 

119 

9 

4 

1 

1 

T.T. 

9 

6 

3 

Nil 

1 

1 

Accredited 

4 

2 

■ 2 

Nil 

2 

2 

Ungraded 

13 

12 

1 

Nil 

13 

13 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSE  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 

One  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-four  visits  were  made  for  - 
the  purpose  of  aieat  inspection  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  all  ' 
possess  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  for  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods.  \ 

Slaughtering  since  April,  1940,  has  been  carried  on  at  the  Star 
Slaughter-House. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

Twenty-three  slaughter-men  were  given  licenses  during  the  year, 
and  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  regarding  the  humane  and  scientific 
slaughter  of  animals,  including  sheep  and  lambs,  were  carried  out. 


Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  : 

Cattle,  1,799;  Sheep,  15,466;  Pigs,  368;  Calves,  819. 


Meat  Condemned  : 

Beef,  27,082-lbs.;  Pork,  1,022-lbs.;  Beef  Offal,  22,962-lbs.; 
Pig  Offal,  166i-lbs.;  Mutton,  1,597-lbs.;  Veal,  363-lbs.;  Sheep  ; 
Offal,  8,373-lbs.;  Veal  Offal,  29-lbs.  ^ 


Imported  Meat  Condemmed  : 

Beef,  908-lbs.;  Mutton,  6-lbs.;  Bacon  and  Ham,  8-lbs.;  Beef 
Offal,  75-lbs.;  Pork,  669-lbs.;  Pork  Offal,  14-lbs. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 

During  the  year  1949,  the  following  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  either  surrendered  and  destroyed 
or  returned  to  a Salvage  Depot : — 

Tinned  Foods  : 

Apricots,  6 tins;  Asparagus,  1 tin;  Anchovies,  24  tins;  Apple 
Puree,  16  tins;  Beans,  136  tins;  Beetroot,  75  tins;  Brawn,  30  tins; 
Cherries,  8 tins;  Carrots,  27  tins;  Chicken,  1 tin;  Coffee  1 tin; 
Corned  Beef,  33  tins;  Crawfish,  13  tins;  Codfish,  2 tins;  Damsons,  3 
tins;  Dried  Eggs,  23  tins;  Fish  Paste,  2 tins;  Fruit  Salad,  11  tins; 
Grapefruit,  22  tins;  Gooseberries,  1 tin;  Grapes,  32  tins;  Grape 
Juice,  3 tins;  Hors  d’Oeuvres,  1 tin;  Herrings,  3 tins;  Luncheon 
Meat,  104  tins;  Milk  (Full  Cream),  119  tins;  Milk  (Evaporated),  536 
tins;  Mussels,  1 tin;  Meat  and  Gravy,  4 tins;  Orange  Juice,  17  tins; 
Onions,  5 tins;  Oranges,  1 tin;  Pineapple  Juice,  3 tins;  Pears,  7 
tins;  Pineapple,  7 tins;  Puddings,  89  tins;  Pork,  14  tins;  Potatoes, 
70  tins;  Peas,  185  tins;  Plums,  79  tins;  Pilchards,  78  tins;  Rabbits,  1 
tin;  Rock  Fish,  5 tins;  Rhubarb,  14  tins;  Sardines,  10  tins;  Syrup,  3 
tins;  Sausage,  5 tins;  Spaghetti,  30  tins ; Soup,  134 'tins;  Salmon,  13 
tins;  Stewed  Steak,  7 tins;  Tomatoes,  244  tins;  Tomato  Juice,  163 
tins;  Tangerines,  1 tin;  Tongue,  8 tins;  Vegetable  Salad,  1 tin; 
Vegetables,  3 tins ; Veal  Loaf,  76  tins. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  ; 

Apples,  24  lbs.;  Beans,  672  lbs.;  Mushrooms  16,  lbs.;  Pears, 
9lbs.;  Figs,  112  lbs.;  Potatoes,  214  lbs.;  Tomatoes,  5,809  lbs.;  Veg- 
etables— various,  52  lbs. 


Game,  Poultry,  Fish  and  Meat  : 

Beef  (Imported),  908  lbs.;  Bacon,  85  lbs.;  Chicken,  17  carcases; 
Duck,  12  carcases;  Fish — various,  1,031  lbs.;  Mutton  (Imported), 
6 lbs. ; Ox  Hearts  (Imported),  75  lbs. ; Pigs  Hearts  (Imported),  14  lbs.  • 
Pork  (Imported),  669  lbs.;  Rabbits,  69  carcases;  Veal  98  lbs. 

Packed  Foods  : > 

Coffee,  1 bottle;  Cheese  (Italian),  2 boxes;  Cheese  (French),  95 
pkts.;  Flour,  34  pkts. ; Jam,  23  jars;  Marmalade,  33  jars;  Milk.  17 
bottles;  Meat  and  Fish  Pastes,  119  pots;  Oatmeal,  1 pkt.;  Pearl 
Pickles,  78  jars;  Pudding  Mixture,  22  pkts.;  Sauce; 
582,  bottles;  Sponge  Roll,  1 pkt.;  Salad  Cream,  13  jars;  Sugar,  32 


Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  ; 


Butter,  39  lbs.;  Cheese,  107  lbs.; 
Barley,  137  lbs.;  Shell  Eggs,  182. 


Margarine,  34  lbs.;  Pearl 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

The  following  are  the  particulars  regarding  the  sampling  of  various 
foodstuffs  and  drugs  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  I regret  to 
state  that  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil, 
R.  Pendrill  Charles,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.I.C.,  died  during  the  year  under 
review.  In  his  place  D.  Evans  Jones,  Esq.,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.  of  the  Car- 
diff and  County  Public  Health  Laboratory  was  appointed  Public 
Analyst  in  July,  1949. 

Formal  Samples  : 

{a)  Milk.  During  the  year  1949,  123  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
for  analysis.  All  were  found  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception  of  four 
which  were  reported  as  follows  ; 

a.  One  sample  1.5%  extraneous  water 

b.  One  sample  2.0%  extraneous  water 

c.  One  sample  2.3%  extraneous  water 

d.  One  sample  7.05%  extraneous  water 

(Regarding  sample  d.,  no  proceedings  were  instituted  in  this  case 
because  the  period  between  taking  the  sample  and  the  result  being  too 
long  owing  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Charles). 

The  milk  samples  were  also  examined  for  the  presence  of  dirt, 
and  the  following  is  a summary  ; 

Dirty  . . . . . . • • 20 

Slightly  Dirty  . . . . . . 23 

Clean  . . . . . . . . 80 

Total  . . . . . . 123 


{b)  Sausages.  Twenty-two  formal  samples  of  sausages  were 
examined,  five  of  which  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  and  were  reported 
as  follows  : 

a.  One  sample  4%  deficient  in  meat  content 

b.  One  sample  4%  deficient  in  meat  content 

c.  One  sample  4%  deficient  in  meat  content 

d.  One  sample  4%  deficient  in  meat  content 

e.  One  sample  28%  deficient  in  meat  content 

(Regarding  Sample  e.,  this  was  reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  who 
decided  not  to  institute  proceedings). 

(c)  Butter.  Twelve  formal  samples  of  butter  were  examined  and 
found  to  be  genuine  and  of  good  quality. 

{d)  Margarine.  Two  formal  samples  w^ere  taken  during  the  year 
and  were  reported  as  being  genuine. 
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(e)  Lard  and  Cooking  Fat.  One  sample  of  lard  and  one  sample  of 
Cooking  Fat  were  examined  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

(/)  Beer  and  Spirits.  Three  samples  of  Whiskey,  two  of  Rum 
and  four  of  Beer.  The  spirits  were  found  to  be  genuine  but  of  the  Beers„ 
three  were  reported  as  follows  : 

a.  One  sample  contained  4.2  ppm.  of  lead 

b.  One  sample  contained  2.2  ppm.  of  lead 

c.  One  sample  contained  35  ppm.  excess  SO2. 

Informal  Samples 

The  following  informal  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  : , 


Baking  Powder  . . 

Taken 

2 

Genuine 

2 

Bisto 

1 

1 

Celery  Salt 

1 

1 

Cinnamon 

2 

2 

Canned  Vegetable  Salad 

1 

1 

Cochineal 

1 

1 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 

Chutney  . . 

1 

1 

Condensed  Milk 

2 

2 

Carroway  Seed 

1 

1 

Canned  Fish 

2 

2 

Cake  Mixture 

13 

9 

Dessert  Powder  . . 

2 

2 

Dried  Onions 

1 

1 

Flavouring  Essence 

5 

5 

Flour 

3 

3 

Farinoca  . . 

1 

1 

Fruit  Pectin 

1 

1 

Gelatine 

1 

1 

Glucose  . . 

1 

1 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

1 

Golden  Raising  Powder 

2 

2 

Junket  Powder  . . 

1 

1 

Macaroni  . . 

2 

2 

Macaroni- Rice 

1 

1 

Mayonnaise 

1 

1 

Mustard  . . 

1 

1 

Nutmeg  . . 

2 

2 

Oatmeal  . . 

1 

1 

Pearl  Barley 

4 

1 

Pie  Crust  Mixture 

1 

1 

Pepper 

2 

2 

Pickling  Spice 

1 

1 

Potted  Pastes 

6 

6 

Pudding  Mbcture 

11 

11 

Pudding  Powder 

2 

2 

Sago  

2 

2 

Sandwich  Spread 

1 

1 
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Informal  Samples— continued. 

Sauce 
Semolina 
Soft  Drinks 
Soyghetti  . . 
Soysen 
Split  Peas 
Sponge  Mixture  . 
Tapioca  . . 
Tomato  Sauce 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Tomato  Soup 
Vegenite  . . 
Vinegar 
Milk 


6 

4 

12 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 

21 


6 

4 

12 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 

21 


Of  the  above  samples  examined,  the  following  were  found  to  be 
adulterated  : 

4 samples  of  Cake  Mixture  were  infested  with  active  meal 
mites,  their  ova  and  dead  meal  mites,  (Tyroglyphus 
Farinae); 

3 samples  of  Pearl  Barley  contained  dead  meal  mites. 


ICE  CREAM 


In  the  County  Borough  Area,  there  are  eighteen  manufacturers  of 
icecream,  all  of  whom  are  also  registered  for  the  sale  of  icecream.  In 
addition,  there  are  thrity-six  retailers  of  icecream,  making  a total  of 
forty-eight  dealers  in  icecream.  With  the  exception  of  a few  small 
manufacturers  who  use  the  “ cold  mix  ” process,  all  manufacturers 
possess  fully  equipped  dairies  and  the  icecream  is  properly  processed 
in  accordance  with  the  Icecream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulation  1948. 
These  dairies  are  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Insp>ectors  and 
a high  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained. 

During  the  year  1949,  74  samples  of  icecream  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  these  were  reported  by  the  Analyst 
as  follows  : 

Provisional 


Grading 

No. 

Percentage 

One 

26 

35% 

Two 

16 

22% 

Three 

13 

17i% 

Four 

19 

25^% 

The  samples  were  also  examined  for  fat  content  and  the  following 
is  a summary  of  these  results  : — 


Fat 
Content 
Below  2^% 
2i%  to  5% 
Above  5% 


Number  of 
Samples 

3 

38 

33 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924 

The  regulations  generally  have  been  satisfactorily  carried  out 
during  the  year.  The  handling  and  transport  of  meat  is  observed 
in  accordance  with  the  above  regulations,  and  the  hawkers  carts 
are  protected  in  such  a manner  as  to  prevent  contamination  of  the 
meat. 

Notice  of  emergency  slaughter  continues  to  be  given  where 
necessary.  The  slaughter  of  pigs,  etc.,  for  home  consumption,  is  carried 
out  at  the  cottager’s  premises,  prior  notice  being  given  in  each  case 
as  to  the  place  and  time  of  slaughter. 

All  meat-carriers  in  the  Borough  are  provided  with  and  wear 
washable  head-covering  and  overalls  when  carrying  meat. 


Number  Killed  : 


Bulls  and  Cows  and 
Steers  Heifers. 
468  1,‘331 

Number  Inspected  : 

Calves. 

819 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 
15,466 

Pigs. 

368 

Total 

Inspected 

468 

1,331 

819 

15,466 

368 

18,452 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis  : 


Whole  carcases  condemned  : — 


Bulls  and 
Steers. 

Cows  and 
Heifers. 

Calves. 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

2 

8 

4 

40 

2 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  : — 

Bulls  and  Cozvs  and  Sheep  and 

Steers.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 

242  613  6 2,503  12 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis — 18.3 

Tuberculosis  Only  ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned; — 

Bulls  and  Cows  and  Sheep  and 

Steers.  Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 

5 17  — _ 5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned  ; — 

Bulls  and  Cows  and  Sheep  and 

Steers.  ' Heifers.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 

75  222  — _ 9 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis — 1.80. 
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INSPECTION  OF  PLACES  WHERE  FOOD  IS 
PREPARED 

RESTAURANT  KITCHENS.  Including  licensed  premises 
where  food  is  prepared,  there  are  69  in  the  Borough,  of  which  16  are 
factory  canteens,  34  school  canteens  and  3 colliery  canteens. 

FISH-FRYING  AND  CHIP  POTATO  SHOPS.  There  are 
34  in  the  Borough,  and  these  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  who  report  favourably  as  to  their  conditions  and  absence 
of  nuisance. 

BAKEHOUSES.  Fifty-eight  premises  were  in  use  during  the 
year,  including  one  certified  underground  bakehouse.  Three  hundred 
and  ninety-three  visits  were  made  during  the  year;  53  notices  of  repairs 
and  lime- washing,  etc.,  were  served.  The  conditions  generally  were 
satisfactory. 

BUTCHERS.  Small  goods,  including  brawn,  polonies,  pies, 
faggots,  etc.,  were  prepared  at  43  butchers’  establishments  and  one 
cottage.  At  the  butchers’  establishments  the  work  is  carried  out  in  a 
special  room,  and  electric  power  is  available.  In  the  cottage  small 
business  is  done.  All  the  premises  are  regularly  visited  by  the  Inspec- 
tors, and  the  conditions  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 


Of  the  Notices  served,  652  were  Statutory  and  991  Informal, 

Districts 


Nuisances  detected — 

No. 

1 

No. 

2 

No. 

3 

No. 

4 

No. 

5 

Total 

1. 

Dilapidated,  defective  and 
choked  drains 

117 

136 

126 

97 

104 

580 

2. 

Insufficient  w.c.  accommoda-^ 
tion  . . 

12 

8 

12 

18 

13 

63 

3. 

To  open  and  repair  slop  drains 

48 

72 

58 

55 

62 

295 

4. 

To  provide  slop  drains 

5 

4 

2 

9 

2 

22 

5. 

To  drain  urinals 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5 

6. 

To  provide  cisterns  in  w.c.’s  . . 

• 16 

15 

17 

10 

14 

72 

7. 

To  pave  backyards 

20 

12 

14 

18 

13 

77 

8. 

To  repair  stable  drains 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

9. 

To  provide  manure  receptacles 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

10. 

To  remove  foul  accumulations 

24 

25 

28 

25 

29 

131 

11. 

To  repair  dilapidated  dwellings 

49 

49 

51 

46 

42 

237 

12. 

To  cleanse  dwelling-houses  . . 

21  . 

- 20 

14 

15 

24 

94 

13. 

To  provide  rainwater  troughing 

85 

95 

86 

78 

89' 

433 

14. 

To  prevent  escape  of  sewer  gas 
into  houses  . . 

9 

9 

12 

6 

12 

48 

15. 

To  ventilate  drains  . . 

— 

2 

6 

4 

5 

17 

16. 

To  remove  fowls,  animals,  etc. 

— 

5 

2 

3 

8 

18 

17. 

To  prevent  overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18. 

Under  Slaughterhouse  Byelaws 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

19. 

Under  Factory  Act 

12 

22 

16 

19 

16 

85 

20. 

Under  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Regulations  . . 

10 

14 

12 

8 

12 

56 

21. 

To  provide  a separate  water 
supply 

1 

- - - 

___ 

2 

1 

4 

22. 

To  prevent  pollution  of  brook . . 

— 

3 

6 

— 

— 

9 

23. 

Common  Lodging-houses 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

24. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings . . 

7 

— 

3 

10 

8 

28 

25. 

To  repair  defective  roofs  caus- 
ing dampness 

145 

144 

141 

107 

136 

673 

26. 

To  remove  long  hopper  pans  . , 

2 

8 

4 

9 

6 

29 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS— conftwweJ. 


Districts 

No.  No.  No.  No.  No. 


Nuisances  detected — 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

27.  To  provide  sinks  in  houses  . . 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

5 

28.  To  connect  drainage  cesspit  to 
sewer 

29.  To  cleanse  cesspit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

30.  To  close  stable  as  insanitary  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31.  To  divide  common  backyard 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

32.  To  provide  proper  coalplaces . . 

9 

10 

10 

23 

7 

59 

33.  Other  nuisances 

49 

49 

76 

62 

73 

309 

Inspections  Made  During  the  Year  : 
House-to-house  . . . . . . 290 

340 

354 

339 

362 

1685 

Infectious  diseases  investigation 

50 

51 

52 

60 

31 

244 

Infectious  diseases  re-visited 

50 

48 

58 

60 

33 

249 

Slaughter-houses . . 

245 

392 

358 

338 

341 

1674 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  . . 

121 

134 

93 

125 

115 

588 

Common  Lodging-houses 

57 

— 

— 

13 

— 

* 70 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  . . 

70 

— 

27 

77 

45 

218 

Non-Mechanical  Factories 

79 

94 

68 

56 

51 

348 

Mechanical  Factories 

87 

51 

46 

84 

78 

346 

Complaints  received 

95 

82 

156 

152 

130 

615 

Results  of  the  Above  Inspections 
Nuisances  detected 

629 

702 

698 

631 

681 

3341 

Notices  issued 

306 

332 

359 

294 

352 

1645 

Premises  disinfected 

37 

32 

37 

40 

19 

165 

Clothing  disinfected 

37 

32 

37 

40 

19 

16S 

ft. 

ft. 

ft- 

ft- 

ft- 

ft- 

Length  of  drain  tested  . . 1640 

1688  1518 

1700 

2504 

9050 
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RODENT  CONTROL  1949 
DESTRUCTION  OF  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


SURFACE  DISINFESTATION— RATS 


Two  men  were  fully  employed.  (1  Rodent  Supervisor  and  1 Rodent 

Operative). 

Total  Number  of  : 

Dwelling  Premises  treated 

305 

Business  Premises  treated 

70 

Corporation  Properties  treated  (including  Schools, 
School  Canteens,  Swimming  Baths,  Salvage 
Stores,  General  Stores,  Hospitals,  Parks,  Stables, 
Garages,  Allotments,  Waste  Land,  Culverts,  Old 
Feeders,  Old  Ruins  (Houses  and  Works),  Streams, 

Riverbanks,  Brooks  and  Refuse  Tips) 

117 

Total 

492 

Estimated  Kill  (Ministry  Formula) 

26015 

Bodies  recovered 

591 

Prebaits  . . 

32420 

Poisoned  Baits 

7888 

Details  of  Infestations  found  : Reservoir 

43 

Major  . . 

171 

Minor  . . 

278 

Details  of  “Takes”  of  Poisoned  Bait : Good  and  com- 

plete  Takes . . 

132 

Fair  Takes 

3994 

SURFACE  DISINFESTATION— MICE 

Dwelling  Premises  treated 

198 

Business  Premises  treated 

4 

Corporation  Properties  treated  . . 

27 

Total  . . 

229 

Bodies  recovered . . 

121 

Prebaits  . . 

7939 

Poisoned  Baits  . . 

2017 

The  Ministry’s  method  of  treatment  was  adopted  in  each  case. 
This  method  consists  of  prebaiting  at  each  premises  for  four  consecutive 
days  and  laying  poisoned  bait  on  the  fifth  day.  The  remaining  poisoned 
bait  is  cleared  on  the  sixth  day.  This  method  has  proved  to  be  satis- 
factory. 
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DISINFESTATION  OF  SEWERS 

All  Manholes  in  the  Sewers  were  dealt  with  and  16  men  were 
employed  for  this  purpose.  The  men  worked  as  8 separate  teams  of 
2 men  each.  Two  courses  of  treatment  were  carried  out  during  the 
year.  Sausage  Rusks  and  Zinc  Phosphide  poison  were  used  for  the  first 
treatment  and  Bread  Mash  and  Arsenic  poison  for  the  second.  The 
first  treatment  was  completed  on  23rd  February  and  the  second  on  7th 
September,  1949.  The  results  in  both  cases  were  satisfactory. 

SHOPS  ACTS  1912—1938 

In  connection  with  the  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act  1938, 
The  Shops  Act  1934  and  The  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restrictions) 
Act  1938,  935  visits  of  inspection  and  registration  were  made  in  order 
to  ensure  that  the  hours  of  employment  and  the  necessary  forms  and 
records  as  laid  dov^n  by  these  various  Acts  were  correct.  In  a small 
number  of  cases,  minor  infringements  were  discovered  and  the  persons 
concerned  were  warned  verbally.  In  addition,  seven  written  warnings 
were  made. 

During  the  year  1362  visits  were  paid  to  shops,  w^arehouses, 
cinemas,  billiard  halls  etc.,  regarding  the  hours  of  closing  etc.,  under 
the  Shops  Act  1912,  The  Shops  (Hours  of  Closing)  Act  1928  and  The 
Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restrictions)  Act  1938  as  a result  of  which, 
42  written  warnings  were  given  regarding  infringements  of  these 
Acts.  One  prosecution  was  made  during  the  year  for  non-compliance 
with  the  hours  of  closing. 


Visits  regarding  Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act  1934,  totalled  633 
and  65  informal  notices  were  served  details  of  which  are  set  out  below  : 


Requirement 

Number 

Informal 

Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Defective 

Served 

Served 

Provision  and  maintenance  of  : 
a Sanitary  Conveniences 

30 

21 

3 

b Washing  Facilities 

22 

17 

3 

c Temperature 

7 

5 

1 

d Ventilation 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

e Facilities  for  Meals 

3 

3 

Nil 

Total 

65 

46 

7 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  8 common  lodging-houses  in  the  Borough,  and  70  Hsits 
of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Inspectors.  Six  notices  were  sensed 
during  the  year  to  abate  nuisances  or  remedy  defects.  The  conditions 
generally  may  be  said  to  be  satisfactory;  and,  as  reported  previously, 
the  accommodation  is  considerably  in  excess  of  the  demand. 
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HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS 

Thirty-one  remain  on  the  Register.  Two  hundred  and  nineteen 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  22 
notices  were  served,  to  abate  nuisances  or  remedy  defects. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  now  5 premises  where  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  : 
gut-scrapers,  2;  fellmonger,  1;  knackers,  1;  fat-rendering,  1.  No 
complaints  regarding  these  premises  were  received  during  the  year. 


SCHOOLS 

The  sanitary  condition  has  been  reported  on  in  the  School  Medical 
Report  to  the  Board  of  Education.  The  action  taken  in  relation  to  the 
health  of  the  scholars  and  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases 
is  in  conformity  with  the  Memorandum  on  the  Closure  and  Exclusion 
from  School,  1925,  issued  conjointly  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
Board  of  Education,  and  revised  in  1943. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Seventy- two  notices  to  repair  or  replace  cisterns  in  w.c.’s  and 
29  notices  to  replace  long  hopper  pans,  have  been  served.  In  addition, 
580  notices  were  served  to  repair  dilapidated,  defective  and  choked 
drains. 
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Refuse  Colledion. 


TOWN  AREA 

Collection  of  Refuse  takes  place  on  alternate  days. 

The  refuse  from  the  Town  area  is  deposited  at  the  Wern  Field, 
Llwyncelyn. 

DOWLAIS  AREA 

The  refuse  of  the  district  is  disposed  of  at : — 

(1)  Gellifaelog  Cwm. 

(2)  Caeracca. 

PARK  AND  PENYDARREN  AREAS 

Refuse  Collection.  Collection  of  refuse  takes  place  on  alternate 
days.  , 

Refuse  Disposal.  The  refuse  from  the  lower  part  of  the  district,  | 
viz.,  Bethesda  Street,  Morgantown,  and  streets  to  the  west  of  Brecon  ■ 
Road  which  are  in  Cyfarthfa  Ward,  and  all  refuse  from  Park  and  the 
lower  end  of  Penydarren  is  deposited  at  the  Wern  Field,  Llwyncelyn. 

« 

The  refuse  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  district  (Penydarren  | 
Ward)  is  deposited  in  the  old  brewery  hollow  at  Gellifaelog. 

LOWER  VALLEY  AREAS  s 

N 

I 

Collection  of  Refuse  takes  place  on  alternate  days. 

Refuse  Disposal  : — 

Abercanaid  and  Pentrebach. — Refuse  from  these  districts  is  deposi-  ■ 
ted  on  site  near  Glynderris  Farm. 

Troedyrhiw,  Merthyr  Vale  and  Aberfan. — Refuse  collected  in 
these  districts  is  deposited  on  the  south  side  of  the  Sewage  Farm,  near 
The  Grove. 

Treharris,  Quakers'  Yard  and  Abercynon. — Refuse  collected  in 
these  districts  is  deposited  west  of  Cardiff  Road,  near  Pontygwaith, 
and  north  side  of  Goitrecoedfawr  Farm,  Abercynon. 

Trade  Refuse  is  collected,  the  usual  charge  being  made  by  the 
Corporation. 
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Prosecutions,  1 949. 


The  following  are  brief  details  of  Police  Court  Proceedings,  other  . 
than  those  concerning  food,  which  were  taken  during  the  year  : — 


Nature  of  Offence 


Initials  of 
Defendant 


* 

(a)  Nuisance — Public  Health  Act  1936  . . F.A.P. 

Result : Order  28  days  and  Costs. 


(b) 

do. 

ic) 

do. 

id) 

do. 

ie) 

do. 

if) 

do. 

. . F.A.P. 

Result : Order  28  days  and  Costs. 
. . C.H. 

Result : Order  28  days  and  Costs. 
. . D.W.H. 

Result : Order  28  days  and  Costs. 
. . F.F. 

Result : Order  28  days  and  Costs. 
. . D.F. 

Result : Order  28  days  and  Costs. 


{g)  Failing  to  comply  with  an  Order 
under  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936  . . C.H. 

Result : Fined  ^1  and  a daily 
penalty  of  10/-. 


{h)  do.  . . F.F. 

Result : Fined  fS  and  Costs 
plus  a daily  penalty  of  S /-. 

(* ) Shops  Act  1 928 — F ailing  to  observe 

hours  of  closing  . . W.E.P. 

Result : Fined  fA. 
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HOUSING. 


Number  of  houses  inspected 
Defective  drains 
Choked  drains 
Unventilated  drains 
Pans  in  a filthy  condition  . . 
Absence  of,  or  defective  cisterns  . . 
Absence  of,  or  defective  sinks 
Insufficient  w.c.  accommodation  . . 
Houses  in  a filthy  condition 
Houses  in  bad  repair  and  damp 
Broken  pavement  in  yard  . . 
Animals  and  fowls  in  yard . . 

Refuse  in  yard 
Other  nuisances 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

290 

340 

350 

339 

362 

1681 

53 

49 

62 

51 

55 

270 

71 

71 

73 

64 

68 

347 

4 

2 

2 

4 

5 

17 

26 

29 

17 

24 

24 

120 

16 

15 

14 

17 

21 

83 

19 

7 

10 

7 

4 

47 

12 

8 

9 

18 

12 

59 

21 

20 

14 

15 

27 

97 

49 

49 

51 

46 

42 

237 

11 

12 

14 

18 

13 

68 

4 

5 

5 

3 

5 

22 

24 

25 

26 

28 

25 

128 

54 

56 

59 

S3 

-54 

276 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 

NEW  HOUSES 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total,  including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  . . 77 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . 77 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  . . . . . . Nil 


1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 


(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  (for  housing  defects 
under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for 
the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (in- 

cluded under  sub-head  1 above) 
which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for 
the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to 

be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  in- 
jurious to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclus- 

ive of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  . . 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Total 

341 

391 

406 

399 

393 

1930 

498 

541 

561 

547 

591 

2738 

290 

340 

354 

339 

362 

1685 

430 

524 

531 

463 

489 

2437 

49 

49 

51 

46 

42 

237 

210 

239 

227 

185 

225 

1086 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year 

WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses 
rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in- 
formal action  by  the  Local  Auth- 

ity  or  their  Officers  ..  ..  163  158  188  160  178  847 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

DURING  THE  YEAR  : 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and 
16  of  ^e  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  . . — — — — __ 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ..  ..  ..  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

ofJDwners  ..  ..  ..  


HOUSING  STATISTICS— cowrtnuet/. 


B, — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  :• — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  notices  were  ser- 
ved requiring  defects  to  be  reme- 
died 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices  ; 

(a)  By  Owners 

(i)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners  . . 


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demol- 

ished in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders 


D. — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 
Premises  closed 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or 

underground  rooms  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit 


E. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  notices  were  ser- 
ved requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which 

were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(а)  By  Owners 

(б)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default 
of  Owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Closing  Orders  be- 
came operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  inten- 
tions to  close 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS— coniiMMet/. 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5)  Total 

F. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  & 

15  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made  ..  ..  ••  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  dwelling 

houses  having  been  rendered  fit  — — — — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  re- 

spect of  which  Demolition 

C3rders  were  made  . . — — — — — — 

{4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demol- 
ished in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  ..  ..  ••  ••  — — — — — 

Number  of  removals  of  tenants  under 
Slum  Clearance  Scheme  to  com- 
plete first  year’s  programme  . . — — — — — — 

From  Houses  ..  ..  ..  — — — — — — 

From  Cellars  or  parts  of  Houses  . . — — — — — — 

Furniture  and  effects  disinfected  . . — — — — — — 


4.  Number  of  Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  distinguishing 

THOSE  BUILT  IN  THE  LAST  THREE  YEARS  AND  HELD  UNDER  PART  2 OF  THE 

Housing  Act,  1925,  and  (2)  other  powers. 


Houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority — 1949. 


By  Purchase 
Under  1890  Act.  . 
Under  1919  Act.  . 
Under  1924  Act 
Under  1930  Act. . 
Under  1936  Act. . 


7 

347 

236 

226 

108\1205 

1097/ 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

The  following  table  shows  the  Inspectors’  work  regarding  the  eradication 
of  bed  bugs. 

(a)  Number  of  Council  Houses — 


(i)  Found  infested  . . . . . . 21 

(ii)  Disinfested  . . . . . . . . 21 

(6)  Number  of  Other  Houses — 

(i)  Found  infested  . . . . . . 106 

(ii)  Disinfested  ..  ..  ..  ..  106 


These  houses  were  visited  either  in  normal  house-to-house  inspections 
or  as  the  result  of  complaints  from  the  tenants.  The  Inspectors  report  that 
excellent  results  have  been  obtained  by  cleaning  and  scrubbing,  carried  out 
systematically,  with  soap  and  water.  In  addition,  sulphur  fumigation,  Izal 
spray  and  insecticide  sprays  (containing  DDT)  were  used. 


6o 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

In  the  following  pages  I have  dealt  with  the  existing  and  the 
newly-inaugurated  services  which  come  within  the  terms  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  in  the  following  order 


Section  22. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

>> 

23. 

Midwifery. 

24. 

Health  Visiting. 

25. 

Home  Nursing. 

>) 

26. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

>> 

27. 

Ambulance  Service. 

28. 

Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 

29. 

Domestic  Help. 

>> 

51. 

Mental  Health. 

CARE 

OF 

MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Section  22. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics  : i 

There  were  at  the  end  of  1949,  under  the  control  of  the  Depart-  j 
ment  :- 

4 infant  welfare  centres  with  5 weekly  sessions.  - 

4 ante-natal  clinics  with  6 weekly  sessions.  ! 

4 post-natal  clinics  with  4 weekly  sessions.  ■i 

The  four  welfare  centres  at  present  in  use  are  as  follows  :-  ^ 

Dowlais  Clinic,  New  Road,  Dowlais.  : 

Glebeland  Clinic,  Glebeland  Street,  Merthyr  Tydfil. 

St.  John’s  Hall,  Troedyrhiw.  ; 

The  Vestry,  John  Street,  Treharris. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  various  infant  welfare 
centres  during  the  year  was  6,966,  whilst  those  attending  the  ante- 
natal clinics  were  9,036. 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centres  for 
the  first  time  during  the  year,  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first  attend- 
ance were  :- 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  . . . . 1051 

(2)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  483 

The  total  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Centres  during 
the  year,  and  who  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were  :- 

(1)  Under  1 year  of  age  . . . . 756 

(2)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  525 

The  arrangements  made  in  previous  years  for  the  staffing  of  the  ? 
Centres  still  exists.  We  are  fortunate  to  have  a full  complement  of 
Health  Visitors  whose  duties  include  Health  Visiting  and  School 
Medical  Service  work  and  attendances  at  Infant  Welfare,  Ante-natal  ' 
and  School  Medical  Clinics. 
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It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  not  any  of  the  buildings  can  be  consid- 
ered satisfactory.  Two  of  the  centres  are  located  in  chapel  halls  and 
they  fall  very  much  short  of  the  accepted  modern  standards.  Pro- 
posals have  been  put  forward  for  new  buildings  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  I am  glad  to  say  that  one  has  already  been  opened. 

All  mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  with  their  infants  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  where  the  necessary  advice  is  given.  The 
importance  of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  stressed  and  facilities  are 
available  in  another  room,  during  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  for  the 
immunising  of  these  children. 

Specialist  services  are  available  for  the  infants  in  respect  of 

(a)  Orthopaedic  Defects. 

(b)  Ophthalmic  Defects. 

(c)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  defects. 

(d)  Heart  and  Rheumatic  diseases. 

The  Consultants  available  for  these  Specialist  Services  are 

Orthopaedics  . . Mr.  A.  O.  Parker. 

Ophthalmics  . . Mr.  Rupert  Parry. 

Ear,  Nose  and 

Throat  Defects  . . Dr.  Hector  Thomas. 

and  Professor  Arthur  G.  Watkins  for  Heart  and 
Rheumatic  diseases.  He  is  also  available  for  general  Paediatric  advice. 

Orthopaedic  Defects  ; 

These  are  seen  by  Mr.  A.  O.  Parker,  either  at  special  sessions 
held  at  the  local  clinic  at  Merthyr  or  alternatively  the  children  are 
sent  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff.  Major  operations 
take  place  in  respect  of  these  children  at  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital 
and  to  a lesser  degree  at  St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital,  Merthyr  Tydfil.  Minor 
manipulative  work  and  remedial  exercises,  massage  and  physiotherapy 
in  general  is  dealt  with  by  a specially-trained  Orthopaedic  nurse  and 
in  the  body  of  the  report  will  be  found  details  of  the  orthopaedic  cases- 
of  children  under  school  age. 

Ophthalmic  Defects  : 

Dr.  Rupert  Parry  attends  the  Clinic  and  deals  with  children  under 
and  over  school  age.  The  number  of  children  under  school  age  dealt 
with  in  1949  by  him  was  43. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Defects  ; 

The  visits  of  Dr.  Hector  Thomas  have  been  rather  infrequent 
during  the  year  due  to  pressure  of  work  but  recently  another  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Consultant  has  been  appointed  for  the  area  and  it 
is  hoped  that  conditions  will  improve. 

Paediatrics  : 

Professor  A.  G.  Watkins  is  always  available  and  sees,  during  his 
sessions  of  school  medical  service,  any  children  referred  to  him  from 
the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  He  has  also  kindly  consented  to  see  these 
children  at  his  own  home  in  case  of  emergency. 


The  following  are  the  details  of  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal 
attendances  during  the  year  :- 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Total  No. 

Clinics 

sessions 

women 

new  cases 

of  atten. 

provided 

now 

who  att. 

incl.  in 

made 

at  end  of 

held  per 

during 

Col.  4 

during 

year 

month 

year 

year 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ante-natal  Clinics 

4 

24 

1205 

1017 

9036 

Post-natal  Clinics 

4 

16 

87 

76 

148 

In  addition  to  the  doctor  and  health  visitor  the  midwives  for  the 
area  concerned  attend  the  ante-natal  clinics. 

All  the  facilities  available  in  previous  years  still  exist  and  direct 
and  complete  co-ordination  exists  between  the  ante-natal  service, 
Gwaunfarren  Maternity  Home  and  St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital.  Professor 
Strachan  visits  the  Merthyr  Clinic  regularly  for  consultation  in  respect 
of  abnormal  cases.  He  is  also  the  Consultant  employed  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  and  visits  St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital,  and  in  some  instances, 
Gwaunfarren  Maternity  Home.  Gynaecological  and  other  obstet- 
rical cases  requiring  operative  treatment  are  dealt  with,  by  him,  at 
St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital.  Since  the  operation  of  the  Act  no  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  respect  of  the  liaison  between  the  ante-natal 
clinics  and  the  hospitals. 

Care  of  Premature  Babies  : 

' The  facilities  for  dealing  with  premature  births  at  St.  Tydfil’s 
Hospital  are  inadequate  and  this  matter  is  being  taken  up  by  the 
Management  Committee  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  following  are  statistics  of  premature  births  occurring  within 
the  Borough  during  1949  :- 

1 . The  number  of  premature  babies  notified  was  22. 

2.  Of  the  above  9 were  born  at  home,  13  in  hospital  and  nursing 

home. 

3.  Of  those  born  at  home  (9)  nil  died  in  the  first  24  hours  and  5 

were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 

4.  Of  those  born  in  hospital  (13)  3 died  in  the  first  24  hours  and 

10  were  alive  at  the  expiration  of  one  month. 
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Dental  Care  : 

Mr.  J.  A.  Wylie  writes  as  follows 

Soon  after  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  operation 
we  lost  the  services  of  Mr.  E.  S.  Edwards  who  went  into  private  practice 
and  in  spite  of  repeated  advertisements  for  a Dental  Surgeon  we  have 
not  been  able  to  attract  any  applications.  The  reason  is  well-known 
to  everybody  and  that  is,  the  more  attractive  remuneration  offered 
to  general  practitioner  dentists.  The  attached  tables  give  the  figures 
of  the  work  done  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  and  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  for  the  year  1949.  There  is  a slight  falling  off  in  attend- 
ances of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  This  may  be  due  to  a 
certain  extent  to  the  patients  seeking  treatment  through  private  prac- 
titioners but  patients  are  beginning  to  realise  that  treatment  of  all 
kinds  is  much  quicker  at  the  Clinic.  As  in  previous  years  all  nursing 
mothers  receive  complete  treatment  and  only  urgent  treatment  is 
given  to  mothers  in  the  later  stages  of  pregnancy.  Instructions  are 
given  to  the  great  importance  of  oral  hygiene.  There  is  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  Infant  Welfare  cases  which  is  good  in  its  way  in  that  it 
has  given  these  young  infants  confidence  in  coming  to  the  Clinic  in  their 
school  years  and  early  treatment  saves  a lot  of  trouble  in  later  years. 
All  teeth  are  saved  as  far  as  possible  and  only  in  necessitious  cases  are 
extractions  carried  out. 
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Supply  of  Welfare  Foods  : 

National  Milk  is  supplied  at  the  Food  Office  for  those  in  attendance 
at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  vouchers  are  given  in  respect  of  other 
brands  of  foods  so  that  they  can  be  obtained  at  a cheaper  rate.  A 
Welfare  Foods  Supply  Depot  is  in  operation  at  the  Dowlais  Clinic. 


Sterilised  Maternity  Outfits  : 

These  are  supplied  free  of  charge  to  all  expectant  mothers  attending 
the  Clinic. 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Children  : 

The  necessity  for  provision,  other  than  provision  for  confinement, 
has  arisen  in  this  area  only  in  very  exceptional  circumstances.  If 
any  difficulty  arises  then  contact  is  made  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Llandaff  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare  Association,  and  provision  is  made 
at  the  Haven,  Newport  Road,  Cardiff. 


MIDWIFERY 

Section  23. 

The  approved  scheme  of  the  Council  under  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  confirmed  the  existing  midwifery  services 
arrangements  and  provided  for  certain  advances,  i.e.,  the  training  of 
midwives  in  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

The  Council  is  the  local  supervising  authority  under  the  Midwives’ 
Acts,  and  during  the  year  1949  they  received  notice  of  intention  to 
practice  midwifery  from  the  following 

Municipal  Midwives  . . . . . . . . II 

Independent  domiciliary  midwives  . . . . 2 

Midwives  working  as  maternity  nurses  only  nil 
Hospital  Midwives  . . . . . . . . 10 

23 

The  Council  has  provided  2, houses  for  the  use  of  midwives  and 
all  midwives  are  on  the  telephone. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  10  of  the  11  Municipal  Midwives' have 
completed  their  training  in  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  and  a Superinten- 
dent Nursing  Officer,  responsible  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
has  been  appointed  to  co-ordinate  the  services  of  Ante-natal,  Infant 
Welfare  work,  mid  wives  service,  district  nursing,  etc. 

The  number  of  women  who  took  advantage  of  gas  and  air  anal- 
gesia during  the  year  1949  was  49. 
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A summary  of  statistics  is  given  below 

No.  of  births  attended  As  Midwives  380 'I 

As  Mat.  Nurses  29  j 

No.  of  visits  paid  : 

(a)  Ante-natal  . . 

(b)  Nursing 

Number  of  requests  sent  for  medical  aid 
No.  of  cases  transferred  to  hospitals  . . 

No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  analgesia  was  used 
No.  of  abortions 

No.  of  advisory  attendances  made  at : — 

(a)  Ante-natal  clinics 

(b)  Post-natal  clinics 

No.  of  Analgesic  machines  in  use  in  Department  . . 
Noi  of  Municipal  Midwives  trained  to  use  machines. 


409 


2361 

6709 

115 

10 

49 

13 

706 

119 

8 

10 


HEALTH  VISITING 

(Section  24) 

The  number  of  Health  Visitors  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  9.  plus  a Superintendent  Nursing  Officer.  These  officers  are  all 
combined  Health  Visitors,  School  Nurses,  Tuberculosis  Visitors, 
Clinic  Nurses,  etc. 

During  the  year  the  domiciliary  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors 
were  as  follows  : — 


BIRTHS 

VISITS  TO 

Notified 

Visited 

Infants 
under  1 
year 

Infants 
1-5  yrs. 

Other 

Visits 

Ante 

Natal 

Infec- 

tious 

cases 

Deaths 

1005 

801 

1926 

2397 

341 

245 

97 

14 

The  Health  Visitors  visit  the  homes  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
advice  re.  the  care  of  young  children,  persons  suffering  from  illness, 
and  expectant  or  nursing  mothers. 

No  arrangements  have  been  made  with  voluntary  organisations. 

The  ordinary  omnibus  service  existing  in  the  Borough  is  considered 
sufficient  for  the  time  being  to  carry  out  these  duties. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  attended  the  Chest  Clinic 
in  rota. 


HOME  NURSING 

(Section  25) 

Prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  Act  the  Home  Nursing  was  done 
by  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nurses  but  the  Local  Authority 
considered  that  they  should  be  responsible  and  took  over  all  these 
duties.  All  the  Queen’s  Nurses  who  desired  to  be  taken  over  by  the 
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Local  Authority  were  given  this  opportunity  and  in  most  instances 
they  accepted  full-time  service. 


The  number  of  full-time  nurses  employed  is  9 and  the  number  of 
part-time  1,  and  the  following  is  a summary  of  their  work  :- 


Nurse 

No.  of 
cases 

Total 

visits 

paid 

O.A.P. 

General 

Cas- 

uals 

T.B. 

M.  Nicholas 

319 

4966 

2106 

2701 

44 

115 

S.  J.  Lewis 

229 

4564 

859 

3614 

79 

12 

A.  Clements 

232 

4462 

2530 

1793 

109 

30 

E.  J.  Evans 

232 

3922 

2235 

1561 

128 

— 

E.  Davies 

330 

4362 

2234 

1919 

164 

45 

B.  L.  W.  Jones 

341 

3400 

1153 

2037 

210 

— 

E.  M.  Wright 

283 

3438 

967 

2286 

162 

— 

E.  Lloyd  (Relief) 

78 

1275 

676 

525 

51 

34 

0.  Davies 

572 

1957 

461 

896 

49 

12 

F.  Evans 

2021 

2691 

1573 

774 

86 

188 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

(Section  26) 

In  order  to  ensure  that  as  many  infants  and  young  children 
as  possible  are  immunised  the  Council  provides  facilities  at  the  Child 
Welfare  Centres  where  special  sessions  are  arranged  for  the  performance 
of  immunisation.  The  Health  Visitor  visits  the  home  of  every  child 
a few  days  before  the  child  attains  its  12-months  birthday — reports  to 
the  office  that  the  child  is  domiciled  there  and  is  alive  then  a birthday 
celebration  card  is  sent  to  the  baby  pointing  out  the  advantages  of 
Immunisation  to  the  parents. 

• Many  parents  are  not  as  enthusiastic  as  they  were  in  regard  to 
immunisation  in  spite  of  repeated  propaganda. 

The  fact  that  there  are  very  few  notifications  or  deaths  from 
Diphtheria  is  no  doubt  responsible  for  this. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  have  never  taken  part  in 

Vaccination — this  has  always  been  done  by  district  medical  officers 
and  is  now  being  done  by  general  practitioners. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  during  the  year.:- 


Infant  Welfare 

Private 

Total 

Doctors 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

705 

112 

817 

Vaccination. 

— 

44 

44 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

(Section  27) 

During  the  year  1949  1 ambulance  and  1 sitting-case  car  were 
delivered  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were,  in  operation,  8 ambul- 
ances and  3 sitting-case  cars. 

In  addition  to  the  work  done  for  the  Local  Health  Authority 
an  arrangement  was  entered  into  with  the  Breconshire  County  Council 
whereby  the  area  of  Cefn  Coed  and  the  Parish  of  Vaynor  were  covered. 
Arrangements  were  also  made  for  mutual  aid  with  Glamorgan  and 
Monmouth  County  Councils. 

There  has  been  severe  criticisms  in  other  areas  of  the  mis-use  of 
cars  and  ambulances  but  speaking  generally  I do  not  think  the  public 
have  made  excessive  demands  on  the  service  in  this  area. 

All  ambulances  and  cars,  at  the  present  time,  are  located  at  St. 
Tydfil’s  Hospital  where  a room  has  been  set  aside  for  the  use  of  the 
ambulance  drivers.  The  accommodation  is  unsatisfactory  and  it  is 
proposed  to  move  all  ambulances  and  operational  functions  to  the 
Merthyr  Market  which  has,  recently,  been  acquired  by  the  Merthyr 
Tydfil  Corporation.  This,  of  course,  will  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A record  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Service  is  set  out  on  the 
following  pages  :- 


Airibulance  Services 

Record  of  Work  Performed  for  Year  ending  31st  December,  1949 
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Analysis  of  Patients  nrloved  during  the  Year  194P 


St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital  I 

General  Hospital  1 

Mardy  Isolation  Hospital  I 

Sandbrook  House  Kheumatic  I 
Ho.spital  School  I 

CD 

s 

w 

'c 

IV 

eS 

s 

C 

P 

S 

<s 

c 

3 

o 

Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  I 

1 Llandough  Hospital  I 

Church  Village  Hospital  1 

Prince  of  Wales  Hospital  I 

1 Glanely  Hospital  I 

Whitchurch  Hospital  1 

Sully  Hospital  1 

T.B.  Clinic 

Home 

911 

934 

199 

6 

263 

621 

6 

20 

79 

1 

11 

10 

207 

St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital  .. 

20 

43 

2 

2 

9 

3 

1 

4 

19 

General  Hospital 

.96 

16 

1 

11 

1 

2 

2 

Mardy  Isolation  Hosp. 

28 

3 

2 

4 

202 

Sandbrook  Hospital  .. 

1 

2 

2 

Gwaunfarren  Mat.  \ 

Home  j 

Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary 

3 

1 

Llandough  Hospital  ... 

Church  Village  Hosp. 

Prince  of  Wales  Hosp. 

Glanely  Hospital 

Whitchurch  Ho.spital.. 

Sully  Hospital 

2 

2 

T.B.  Clinic 

Pontsarn  Sanatorium 

g 

3 

14 

265 

Glebeland  St.  Clinic  .. 

St.  Winifred’s  Hospita 

TOTALS.. 

99( 

96' 

26' 

3 2G: 

54t 

1 

21 

84 

-1 

1 

32 

685 

26 


W 


o 

13 


-5  O 

OK 


19 

693 

991 

176 

324 

52 

1 

4 

10 

1 

1 

2 

122 

11 

4 


23 


3311 

812 

1066 

420 

5 

128 

66 

1 

4 

10 

1 

1 

6 

122 

293 

4 

1 

6241 


25 


32 


12 


27 


2212 


23 


% 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

(Section  28) 

Tuberculosis  : 

The  Local  Health  Authority  deal  with  all  cases  requiring  After-care. 

It  was  intended  to  employ  a special  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 
but  experience  has  shown  that  the  better  procedure  is  to  employ  the 
Health  Visitor  in  her  own  area  to  deal  with  these  matters.  The  Health 
Visitor  normally  visits  the  home  for  other  reasons  and  I feel  that  rather 
than  have  an  ad  hoc  appointment  it  was  better  that  the  health  visitors 
should  refresh  their  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  treatment  and 
prevention  by  attendance  at  the  Chest  Physician’s  Clinic  where  they 
would  also  come  in  contact  with  the  patients  in  their  own  area. 

Visits  to  the  homes  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  the 
necessary  advice  given.  When  the  question  of  extra  nourishment 
or  clothing  allowances  arose  the  facts  were  reported  to  me  and  invest- 
igations were  then  carried  out  to  find  our  whether  allowances  were 
being  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  in  1949  no  cases 
were  relieved  by  us  because  this  was  being  done  through  the  office  of 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  with  whom  we  have  close  liaison. 

During  the  year  the  major  effort  with  regard  to  Tuberculosis 
patients  has  been  their  re-housing  and  the  Housing  Committee  deals 
very  sympathetically  with  any  request  from  the  Department. 

Other  Types  of  Illness  : 

The  District  Nurses  as  well  as  the  Health  Visitors  are  all  aware 
of  the  necessity  for  giving  advice  and  treatment,  in  some  instances 
in  cases  of  illness  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  : « 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  with  the  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  Brigade  to  provide  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus 
on  a definite  scale  of  loan  charges.  Considerable  use  was  made  of 
this  service  during  the  year  and  in  cases  where  the  St.  John’s  Ambul- 
ance Brigade  were  unable  to  supply  the  necessary  equipment  this 
was  supplemented  directly  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  who  gave 
same  on  loan  to  the  patients. 


DOMESTIC  HELP 

(Section  29) 

No  full-time  domestic  helps  were  appointed  during  the  year  but 
there  were  14  domestic  helps  who  undertook  to  do  44  hours  per  week 
when  required  in  cases  of  genuine  need  through  illness,  infirmity, 
old  age,  etc.  ’ 

This  service,  in  the  early  stages,  was  very  much  abused  and  it 
required  frequent  visits  by  the  Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  and 
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Health  Visitors  to  see  that  the  home  helps  were  genuinely  doing  their 
work  and  that  the  service  was  not  being  mis-used.  There  were 
mstances  where  daughters  of  a sick  parent  were  doing  nothing  at 
home  whilst  they  demanded  the  service  of  a home  help. 

People  were  under  the  impression  originally  that  the  service 
was  free  and  there  were  great  demands  in  the  early  days  but  when  it 
was  pointed  out  to  them  that  there  was  a scale  of  charges  we  found 
that  they  were  able  to  make  their  own  arrangements. 

The  home  help  service  was  used  mainly  for  Aged  and  Chronic 
Sick  and  also  for  assistance  when  the  mother  was  confined  in  a hospital. 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

(Section  51) 

The  Mental  Health  Committee  has  been  set  up  to  exercise  the 
necessary  control  over  the  mental  health  services.  Meetings  are  held 
monthly— the  staff  is  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  who  is  assisted  by  his  Assistants,  a Psychologist, 
a Duly  Authorised  Officer  and  the  Health  Visitors. 

A Psychiatrist  visits  the  Merthyr  General  Hospital  periodically 
and  gives  advice. 

The  Local  Health  Authority  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to 
appoint  a full-time  doctor  with  special  qualifications  in  Psychological 
Medicine,  for  dealing  with  the  problems  of  Mental  Deficiency  and 
Child  Guidance  but  at  the  time  of  writing  a part-time  officer  has  been 
appointed  for  this  purpose.  The  question  of  an  Occupation  Centre 
is  now  receiving  attention  by  the  Authority. 

Appended  below  are  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
this  section  of  the  Act.:- 

Mental  Hospitals  : i 

The  following  are  the  total  number  of  persons  admitted  to  Mental 
Hospitals  together  with  their  classification  and  the  hospital  concerned  :- 


CEFN  COED,  SWANSEA 

Certified 

21 

Voluntary 

23 

WHITCHURCH 

NIL 

12 

BRIDGEND 

NIL 

1 

TALGARTH  

NIL 

1 

21 

57 

Prevention  Care  : 

Patients  are  referred  to  the  Out-Patients  Psychiatric  Clinic  at  the 
Merthyr  General  Hospital. 


i Mental  Deficiency  : 

I There  are  at  present  3 patients  at  St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital,  (Place 
t'  of  Safety)  in  respect  of  whom  application  has  been  made  to  the  reg- 
i;  ional  Psychiatrist  for  their  admission  to  Mental  Deficiency  Institutions  ; 
1 owing  to  the  lack  of  accommodation  great  difficulty  is  experienced 
1 in  effecting  the  admission  of  cases. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  MERTHYR  TYDFIL 
WELFARE  SERVICES  DEPARTMENT. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

The  following  is  submitted  in  connection  with  the  duties  performed 
1 under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  during  the 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 


Part  III  Accommodation  : 


Part  III  Accommodation  was  provided  at  St.  Tydfil’s  Hospital  for 
an  average  weekly  number  of  124  persons  as  shown  below 

Men  Women 

Under  65  Over  65  Under  60  Over  60  Total 

years  years  years  years 

26  67  19  12  124 


Of  these  8 men  and  13  women  were  chargeable  to  the  Glamorgan 
' County  Council. 

36  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital. 

17  cases  discharged  from  Hospital. 

26  cases  discharged  at  own  request. 

21  new  cases  admitted  to  Part  III  Accommodation. 


Temporary  accommodation  was  provided  for  10  persons  seeking 
i admission  of  a temporary  nature  through  lack  of  housing  or  other 
I urgent  causes. 


Burials  : 

10  persons  for  whom  other  arrangements  could  not  be  made, 
were  buried  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  Money  from  insurance 
policies  or  other  sources  amounting  tOj(^20/7/9d.  was  recovered  in  7 
cases  and  applied  towards  the  costs  incurred.  It  is  anticipated  that 
applications  for  burial  will  decrease  in  the  future,  as  the  payment  of 
Death  Grant  under  the  National  Insurance  Act  became  payable  during 
the  year  under  review.  ° 

General  : 

T he  residents  continued  to  attend  local  cinemas  twice  weekly 
Season  tickets  were  provided  for  those  residents  desirous  of  attending 
football  matches.  Concerts  were  given  in  the  Dining  Hall  at  frequent 
intervals.  During  the  year  the  Hospital  Management  Committee 
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informed  the  Director  of  Welfare  that  the  free  issue  of  tobacco  to 
hospital  patients  would  cease  in  accordance  with  regulations.  The 
matter  was  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  who  very  readily  decided 
to  continue  the  concession  to  thpir  residents  in  Part  III  Accommodation. 
The  Entertainments  Committee  also  provided  tickets  for  the  annual 
Fete  and  Gala. 

During  the  year  progress  was  made  in  furnishing  and  equipping 
Pantyscallog  House  which  was  subsequently  opened  as  a Home  for 
Female  residents  on  the  14th  March,  1950. 

Blind  Persons  : 

The  welfare  of  blind  persons  is  undertaken  on  an  agency  basis 
on  behalf  of  the  Council  by  the  Merthyr  Tydfil  and  Mid  Wales  Instit- 
ute for  the  Blind.  Since  the  inception  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  payment  to  blind  persons  in  need  is  now  made  by  the  National 
Assistance  Board,  but  the  welfare  and  general  well-being  of  blind 
persons  is  dealt  with  under  the  Welfare  Services.  An  Agency  Agree- 
ment between  the  Council  and  the  Institute  will  shortly  be  implemented 
whereby  the  Council  will  pay  to  the  Institute  a sum  of  ;£600  per  annum 
by  way  of  administration  costs  and  also  a sum  not  exceeding  £600 
per  annum  for  general  welfare  services.  Three  Home  Teachers  are 
employed  by  the  Council  and  their  duties  include  the  discovery  of  blind 
persons  and  ascertainment  of  their  needs,  visitation,  teaching  wherever 
practicable  to  read  embossed  literature,  instruction  in  simple  occupations 
in  the  homes  and  elsewhere  and  generally  assisting  in  promoting  their 
welfare.  The  number  of  blind  persons  registered  with  the  Council  is 
approximately  300. 
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TABLE  2a. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  1949. 


Nett  Deaths  under  One  Year  from  Stated  Causes — WARD  DISTRIBUTION. 


CAUSE  OP  DEATH 

Dowlais 

Ward 

P’njdarren 

Ward 

Park 

Ward 

Cyfarthfa 

Ward 

Town 

Ward 

Plymouth 

Ward 

Merthyr 
Vale  Ward 

Treharris 

Ward 

Total 

f Certified 

4 

6 

3 

6 

14 

4 

9 

5 

61 

All  Causes  - 

i Uncertified 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox 



— 

— 











Measles  ... 



— 

— 











Scarlet  Fever 



— 

— 

— 











Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Asphyxia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Heart 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abdominal  Tuberculous  (C) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 











Meningitis  (Not  Tuberculous)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 



2 

Spina  Bifida 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 . 







3 

Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 









Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

i 

1 

1 

_ 

5 

Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Gastro  Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 





1 

Infantile  Pemphigus 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Morbus  Cordis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 





Haemorrhage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Marasmus 

— 

— 

— 

— 











Atelectasis 



















Congenital  Debility  ... 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 



Premature  Birth 

1 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

4 

20 

Debility  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

2 

Other  Causes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

3 

6 

14 

4 

9 

5 

61 

Nett  Births  in  the  year 


Legitimate  -1051 
Illegitimate—  32 


Nebfc  Deaths  under  one  year 


Legitimate  - 49 
Illegitimate — 2 
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TABLE  2.  INFANT  MORTALITY  1949 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  i year  of  age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1 
week 

Under  1 
month 

Total 
under  4 
weeks 

4 weeks 
and 
under 
3 months 

3 months 
and 
under 
6 months 

6 months 
and 
under 
12  mths. 

Total 
Deaths 
under 
one  year 

/■Certified 
All  Causes-! 

31 

11 

42 

4 

3 

2 

61 

(.Uncertified 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox 









Measles  ... 









Scarlet  Fever 









Whooping  Cough 

— 













Diphtheria  and  Croup 

— 

— 

_ 









Heart 

6 

3 

8 

1 



1 

10 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 











Pemphigus 

1 



1 





_ 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

. _ 









Meningitis  (Not  Tuberculous)  ... 

— 

_ 











Convulsions 

1 

1 

2 

1 



3 

Spina  Bifida 

3 



3 



3 

Bronchitis 











Pneumonia  (All  Forms) 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Diarrhoea 







__ 

Gastro  Enteritis 







1 

1 

Hcemorrhage 

2 



2 



1 

3 

Morbus  Cordis 









Asphyxia 



1 

1 





2 

Marasmus 

_ 







Atelectasis 









Congenital  Debility  ... 

2 



2 



2 

Premature  Birth 

13 

5 

18 







18 

Atrophy  and  Debility 





_ 







Other  Causes 

2 

_ 

2 

— 

- 

- 

2 

31 

11 

42 

4 

3 

2 

61 

{Legitimate — 1051 
Illegitimate— 32 


rLegitimate — 49 
Nett  Deaths  under  one  year  -< 

(.Illegitimate — 2 


TABLE  3. 

For  the  Year  1949  for  the  County  Borough  of  Merthyr  Tydfil  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

There  are  95  factories  with  mechanical  power  (including  Bakehouses),  and  364  visits  of  inspection  were  made. 
The  number  of  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used  is  90,  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  were  355. 
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